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Memories are made of this . . . Club President, Mrs Sadie Purser

I supptse My assocation with Wakehurst F.C. bogan whan the team wera using tha Tourist Bar, which was
beside my shop in Bridge Street as their base.

In those early days Francls Smyth weas the main man behind the cul and he was very friendly with both myself
and my bte husband, Bill.

Thee three of us, along with Billy Black and many others eehiled &way many a wintaer's night playing dominocaes
in the Tourist.

But on Saturday evening's from Spm on, the main topic of
comvarsation in the bar was the aftermoon footballing esploits.

After closing up shop, | always called in to keep Bbreast of the
club's fortunas., Eventually | was approached and asked bo be Club
Prasidant. a role | was only too heppy (and proud) to accapt.

Taday, | still hava the honour of holding this position and it s with
foand memories that | recall trips to Rathmines In Dubiin, all the
dinner dances down through the years and tha many Imﬁny
evenings spant with £he cdub membors.

Thaa latest of thase functions was the 25th celebration dinnes which
waag attarndad by many of the players wiho have bean part of the
Cluly throwgh thea yaars.

I'was fortunate enough to attend on an evaning which proved to
be extramely enjoyable and | would like to take this opportunity
1o thank Wakehurst FC., their committes and Hheir players past
and prasent for wonderful memories and a long, proud association
with therm.

I extand my warmest congratulations on thair 25th Anniversary

o e S 0L Lorimiar CSScraisrE) prasaiie and wish them every success in the years ahaad.
the Prasidendt Mra 5, Purser with flowers,
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THE GEORGE BUTTERY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND

LUNCHES AND EVENING MEALS
SERVED DAILY

| PRIVATE PARTIES

LATE BAR -
THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

Telephone Jackie 656170




WAKEHURST ORIGINALS

Walkatwrst FC. 1960-70, Back Row: Fr Melntash, B, Rock, F. Best B Craig, | Aexander, I Hunber, B, Luﬂnﬂh;ﬂ.HEH‘m‘l.LF.l‘Dﬂf
Fow: C. Best, J. Barrett, J, Cameron, B, Thompsen, N, Craig, 5. Bambar,

A PROUD HISTORY S McAFEE & SON
Brian Rock, Chairman (1994)
When Wakehurst was fournded 25 years ago by NEW AND USEE CAHS
a group of friends, likthe did we know that this
club would bacome one of the best known teams Any make of
to compete in Morthem Ireland Junior Football. NIEW cﬂr Suppfiﬂ'd

Francis Smyth was the inspiration for tha team.
He will suraly recall spending pre-season 1969

; i
cobecting half a crown (22.5p) par week to pay OPENING HOURS: |
for kit -'::ﬂ nn-t:vwf:; Ert:alz;rr;nnpa Jur:c.p; Munday-FﬁdH\F ;
Langua! A specia an i Francks |

9.00 am-6.00 pm

dua from evaryone at the club.
Being part of Wakehurst F.C. means balonging Wednesday until 8.00 pm

to a family of frends through sport. The club Saturdﬂ',r U“t“ 12.30 PT“
Decomias a part of you as the supert attendance

at the grand ra-union dinner provad.

1 must thank the 25 y-n;:.;r arganising commitbes REPA IRS" SERF,C,NG
ard all those wiho contributed in any form Lo CARH’ED DUT
the compilation of this book in partcular. | must

glsa thank our sponsors and advartisers - HAILWﬂT STHEET;
without their generosity there would be no such B ALL\rM ENA

volume in which to recount the club's proud TELEPHONE: 653909

histary.




FOOTBALL CRAZY? JUST A WEE BIT ...

Des Blackadder

Thesy Say the shobies and ey Secenbio wora tha golden age of pop music. But theane wers eooeptions to that rale and the Guaswsagian novalty
sang “Foatisall Crazy” is one of tham, It i hardly Baly to ba remamberad as a classie of reckl i rall writing . . . bt it did ring &res i A &ra viean
st peopka st had Eack and wivta TV, bad halrouts s frousens wkich could have been used a3 =alls on HMS Vietory,

[ suppese you cowkd say et e roeots of Wakehurst F.C,are found armenget b Miba-daft wanes wino played 25-m-picle games in Harryvila Park
tero-a-side garras with tennis bals against the walls of furicus nelghbours hovses or semply el twein minds wander to dreams of gramdeir as
they tried to emulate fhe latest maglc of Jimmy Greaves, Reatls of Pale inlonasoma beck garden momssnts il nokody alsae wies ovallable to
gt & side togpatinar

iy ks ciays, playlime squabed football, During $ summmar holidays the average Harmywile youngstar wokea up, got dressad and sought out his
rrates (aspacially FF ore had & kall-decant balll and the game continued with braaks for grub throughout the long day ., far D moniths solldl
Mo rrmii COMpLUEaTs, no videos, no holays iy Flodda for these guys. Mo sin 1T was dowmn thum praar b, U Erve Moat feld, down the backs or owver the
fance inbe Harmywlla gehasl for a Kickabout.

Yeu just don't see those things happening anymore and the foothall purists from Bast, Law and Cnariton down to the local beroes of Junior
hesrgul e Tootnall will all tell you the garme has sufferad 2 o result. Best sarred his trics Roocking the afonemeantioned tenres ball ngndnat garsgs
waills in the Cregagh astate In Beifast, Like thousards of ather yourgsiers of his genaration it was the nashiral thing todo . - . some would say
It weas the OBMLY thing o dal

Shian these s lcties clreumataress, s Tormaton of Wakehurst FC, wes glmply & matter of coursa. Football was THE game ared T yow seanted to
play ik propory o real beam with propes org anisation was reeded.

Firding faces for i original Wakehurst F.C, was an seay matber since most of the foundor mambers had bean amongst thosa youngstars who
had plagued park-keespers ar @rhvan school-caratakers to distractien. [ is for othars to give the accurate histodical tmetada for tha club, I'm
slrmply rafectng on what footisall meant (ard contirmss o maan] 1o e onginais at Walkiebneat | just gqualify to maka these comments bacamesa
019 | couldnt Kick a ball 4o save my Ble and (23 bacauss | have strang mermoras of brothars arriving hormee on Satiirday afternaonds with rmuddiaad
legs and soaking toothall Kits fef ray mothar o wash. Although neither playsd for Wakiesirst, Brian and lan wiara near contemporsrian of tha
first members of tha team and shared thair appetite for seccer.

T those wiho can play the game, end play b well, footbal is net sometiing to prebe or axarmine, Thay do it dke some people dimi Everest)
becmuse e Huars bo be done. | on the other hand, Fave (o ook a bt deeper 1o find the reasons for this passion. I've already glven most of tha
reasons why football, snd espeeially Junior soccer ks soimportant to se maey pecgle fand espaclaly thosa wiho have associaticns with Wakehurst
F.C3 bt s vl reason | wil lases to st Inmy epiron Wakahurst F.C ke a thousand other teams of that generation, weara formed because
on@ group of makes Feckoned ey could STUFl sy other bunch of ladts when it carme be sUcking a round ball inte the cnion bag.

Whather thay admit [t or not. thoss S&me guys who formed tha beam probably reckon Shalr squad could have destroyed the prasert oo . .. &0
coin @ phrass, oid footballers never dia, they just girm at the new anes! Thare have boen good times ard bad fimes at Wakahurst in Z5 yoars of
existonce, Here's wishing tham 25 more years of success amd, rrest of al, good orack

KNOCKEDEN

Live Music Every weekend

#
BAR SNACKS AVAILABLE DAILY

*

Private function rooms available
*

Phone Anthony 43334

CREBILLY ROAD, BALLYMENA




SILVER ANNIVERSARY

:
HONOURS HOMOURS 3
WAKEHURST FOOTBALL CLUB WAKEHURST OLYMPIC
Co. ANTRIM JUMNIDR SHIELD LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 197F6-TF
Winners 1981-82 Hunners Up 197 7F-T8
1989-90 1975-80
Runners Up 1971-72 :
1973-74 O'KANE CUP
1985-86 Winners 1976-TT -
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 18975-Ta 18977-T8
1982-83
1983-84 TOAL CUP
1984-85 Winners 1976-TT |
1985-86 1977-T8
Runnears Up 1969-T0 :
1974-T5 TOP FOUR :
1976-TT Winners 1979-80
1980-81 '*f
1986-87 CARLSBERG CUP :
LF.A. JUNIOR CUP Winners 1979-80
Finalists 1975-76
1980-81 TEXACD CUP
1986-87 Winners 1982-83
1990-91
KMNOCKOUT CUPS ACE CUPF
CANADA CUP Winners 1990-91
Winmers 1980-81
1981-B2 STEWART CUP
1983-8d Wininers 1982-83
1984-85 198B8-89
TORONTO CUP
Winners 1971-72
1972-T3
1980-81
1983-84
il 18984-85
CONMNOR CUP
Winners 1971-72
18977-78
McREYNOLDS CLUFP
Winrers 1976-77 1
1981-82 1
MILLAR CUP 1
Winners 18978-T9 3
CRAWFORD CLIF g
Winnars 1983-84
HANMNA TROPHY -
Winners 15980-81
COCHRANE CORRY CUP
Winners 1985-86
1991 -92
199:2-03
TRI-SPORT TROPHY
Winmers 1985-86
1986-87

SUMMER COMPETITION WINNERS
Ballyclare F.C. Summer Knockout Cup
Cullybrackey FOC. Summer Knockout Cup .
F.C. Penaral Surmemer Knockout Cup (Twice) s




PAST PLAYERS . . . GREAT NICKNAMES
‘THE TURK, CHUNKY, SPIDER & CHICK’

25 Yaar Dinner. Laft to Aght: D. O'Kane, F. Torringion, . Marshal, & Erwin,

Tha Mayor Councillar Robert J. Cowlter

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

. Councillor R. J. Coulter, M.A., B.D.,

M.A.(Ed.)

I am wery pleased to convey the

greetings of the Borough of

. Balhymena to the Wakehurst Foothall

i Club on achieving their 25th anniver-

sary. Throughout the years, they
have won not only many honours,
but, more importantly, the respect
and good wishes of the citizens of the
Borough.

These honours have been achieved
through sportsmanship and dedica-
tion shown by the many members
who have passed through the club.

I wish Wakehurst F.C. well in this, the
year of thelr anniversary, and hope
that the years ahead will be full of
glory.




“1 MIND THE TIME”

Jackie Fullerton, BBC Northern Ireland sporits presenter

Wakehurst F.C. is 25 yvaars of aga. Hard to balieve. but it's true. It is also true o say their story has bean one |
of success. Ballymena folk and local Junior Foothall supporters shoukd ba prowd of what has been achiewed in
a relatively short period of timea, :

A5 a teenager, making my way in the gamea, Harmyville Amateurs were the kingpins of the Junkor League. It |
Was every young player's draam to pull on their colours and, looking back, it was protably betber to play WITH
all-acton wing-half, Jim Cunningham, than against hirmt

The Amatours ware still in business when some precocious young men felt tha timea was right to start anothar
junior cluly in Harmyevilla,

A fener gyabroes wars raised. Yt won't last” was the consensus of opinion . . . but thosa pracocious young mean
had other ideas. "Evarybody will pay in half-a-crown per weelk,” declared Francis Smyth and the assembled,
enthuslastic throng agreed.

Wakehurst F.C. had been born. Francis, Berte Thompson, Brian Rock, Brian Craig, Morman Craig, the Bast
brothers and an Hunter were just some of those who were in frem the start.

Had | not baen fortunate encugh to play Irish League foothall, it is odds on that Wakehurst woubd have baaen
my foarm as well. But mayvbe not! After all, at the anniversary dinnear fedhich [ thoroughly enjoyad) ong of thaose
s callad frignds hinted | might not have got my place!!

Ohver the years, Wakehurst outgresy the Junior Lesgue. [t then took courags (and some forget that) to spread
their wingd irte the Amatour League whare thay ara now firmby astablishad. Trophies? Thay wa won Ssomee,
last some and gone close down through the yaars. But, more importantly, the narme of Wakehurst F.C. s
raspected throughout the Junior ranks of the Province.

Virhan | book backs, | think of 5o many hapoy days spent with alot of thase lads in Harmywville B.B. and in the "wee
park” whare 5o many skills weare finely tuned. The waa park! Whaora, any day, the words of caretaker Jim
Kermoban, “corme an boys, it's time to close up” were tha last words wa wantad to haar.

I arm gure Jim is prowd of what those yvoung boys have gone on to achieea. | know | am.

THE PHOENIX

FOR ALL

YOUR NEEDS

14 Antrim Road, Ballymena.
Telephone: (0266) 656842
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A MODEL FOR MANY TEAMS

Billy Mcllroy, Secretary, Ballymena and District Premlier League

Oher tha past 25 yvears, the name of Wakehurst Football Club has become Synonyrmous with the footballing
fratarnity. When the roll call was made at the first monthly meeting of the then Ballymena and District
Junior League, at the beginning of the 19369-T0 season, it resembled the Who's Who of local junior soccer.

Fiftean teams were present at that meeting and it is to the credit of Wakehurst that after 25 years they
ara still a force to be reckoned with, OFf the 15 teams meantioned, nine are no longer in being. Teams such
as Harryville Amateurs, Nelsons, Victoria Rangers, Old Bleach and Rivarside, who were once householkd
namees, have faded long since imo history.

Wakehurst, at the timea, joined good company when you consider that Cullybackey, Connor, Enkalon,
Ballymoney and Moyola are, likke themselves, still to the fore and compaeting well in their respective
leaguaes. Organisation was a hallmark of Wakehurst in the earky days and this, to their credit, is still very
much in esvidence — baing a model for many another team to adopt.

Success on the pitch was not achieved overnight, but it soon became evident to the established tealns
that the newcomers (or, as some called them, vpstarts) would Soon be in the hunt for top honours.
Though success was achleved In the knock-out competitions it was not until the 1975-TE season that
they won their first league champlonship. & hat-trick of league champlionships was agaln won during the
B2-83, B3-84 and 84-85 seasons, the last being Wakehurst's final term in what is now known as the
Ballymena and District Promier League. At that time the team weant to seaek new challenges in the Northaern
Amateur Leaguea,

Chver the past 25 years guite a lot has happened and who knows what the next guarter century will
bring? Mo dowulst Wakehurst, like the League they joined in 1963-TO, hawe a vigion. The Premier League
has changed from one with many restrictions and a 20-mile radius to one with members from three or
four footballing associations.

Wakehurst hava akways been 2 team with viskion and no doubt thay will have thelr ayes on the Tuture
. .. afuture in which evaryong in the Premier League wishas tham continued sucoess.

Alan Francey

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

WEDDING LIMOUSINE HIRE
TAXI SERVICE
MINI BUS HIRE

Headstones of all types supplied.

28 Henry Street, Ballymena.
Telephone: (0266) 652258
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WAR AND PIECES

‘THE TRUE STORY"’

Gary (Chunky) Erwin

Although 1 played many gameas for Wakehurst, | was never a regular in the true sense of the word. My years in

the Irish league and “B™ Division Kept me swany for long genods, In fact, it was only whan | was in some dispute 3I

or ather that | had my very succassful spells with the club,

Wakahurst has a reputation for “praying™ on players like mysaltf much to the displeasure of some of tha othar
outfits, Such was the pulling power of tha clulb in those days that they could sign almost anyone thay wanted,

This was dug to the Fact that the original Francis Srmyth team developad into a very formidabla Junior Leagus |

Club. Since players ahways want to be assoclated with success they were ready and willing to don the Wakehurst
jarsey. Prising therm away from their former clubs was tha task in which Francis and Brian Rock axcaliad.
Thers are many imteresting stories as to how, like the Mounties, thay always "got their man’ . . . but they're

petter left untold,

My most vivid mamory whilst playing for Wakehurst was the fixture versus Cullybackey. Each time thase two
clube et Howas e the kick-aff for the Third Word War? Our lot dropoed all the hankoy-ball players (who shal
remain namelasey and fortified the souad with thoegs ke Collie Best, Leo O'Boyla, Jock Moore and the man
wiho was set the task of curbing tha wizardry of Willard Reid . . . he, of cowrse, was the lmmepressible Bertia
Thompson., Thompson couldn’t think of a better way to spend a Saturday aftemoon than attermpting o Keck

the “wee man® all over tha pitch! On the other hand, thera was | up at the front and facing the Robinson |

brothers, ably backed up by what can only ba described as the bast deterrant to bravary known to man . ..

you've guessed It Jim "Rocky” Rock. Hare was a guy whio saw the Wakehurst strip and weant inte a frenzy

with ayes bulging, steam coming down tha nostrils and tecth gritted! Howaver, evan with all the machisma,
therz was still planty of room left for good footbhall

After 25 years, Wakehurst is more like a dynasty than a football and snocker club. The social side to the

activitios never seams to wane and all the ex-players and old harnds ke myself always keap in touch and ook
for the scores every Saturday. This point was proved when nearly evaryons turnoed up for the calabration
matches on Boxing Day which marked the 25 yaars in football. The dinner in March was also a great success |
as it enabled sveryone to reminisce about how it used o be dona, especially with friends whom ona hadn't

spoken to for Sorme years.

Tha Wakahurst tradition lives on and in closing | would like to request that tha managamant committes drops
the reunion retio from 25 yeaars to fiva just in case the more matura amongst us ke Scoble Cameron, Birdie
Cralg and Bobby Balmer might not see tha longer period through! To the ex-playars | wish the very best of
health and to the current crop of playvers | wish the vary best of ok in the forthcoming season and in the |

futura.

Mew Years Doy, 25 Year Fietwre. Laft to rights ). Bilack, N, Craig and &, Enwin,

o B )




B IRARS

Combined Wakehurst F.C and Wakelwarst Ohmpic Trophies 1976-7F.
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Wakehurst F.C. - McReynolds Cup and D°Eorman Cup. Wakehurst Oiympic - Leages Championshlp, O'Fane Cayp, Foal Cup.

All types of
CLOTHING

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
PACKAGING MATERIALS

BUTCHERS KNIVES AND STEELS

Call at our trade counter
OPEN:

Monday-Thursday 9.00 am-5.00 pm
Friday 9.00 am-1.00 pm

David R. Swann & Co.

1058 Queen Streer, Ballymena
Co. Antrim, BT42 2BE,
Telephone: (0266) 41245
Fax: (0266) 41748

THE OLYMPIC

Brian Craig

With Wakehurst FC. growing In stature by the
mid-savantias, it was raalised that a release
valve was neasded to let those players on the
fringas of tha team let off footballing steam,

The result was the formation of Wakeahurst

Clympic in the 19765-TT season and over the e

vears it was to prowvide a vital element In the
club's success.

Young plavers were tried and tested, their skills
and filtness honed and refined in Saturday
Morning League games.

Established players, returning from injury, also
recebvad their match fitness testing with the
Qlympic who swiftly becamea respected
competitors on the morning scone,

Although the Olympic did play a reserve team
role they had thelr own share of success which
should not be forgotten. Thelir exploits are
recorded elsewhers in this ook and I'm sure all
formear membears will have their own fond
MEnmories Lo savour,
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Amateur League
Greetings

5. J. 5haw, Chairman,
Northern Amateur League

Viakehurst joined the Northerm Amateur Football
Leaguea at the beginning of the 1 QA5G-B5 season
thus becoming the first tearmn from Ballymena
to be assoclated with the League.

Playing In Division 2C they made an immediate
impact by winning tha Sectlon and also collacting
the Cochrane & Corry Cup which Is open to all
teams in Division Two.

Wakehurst have since progressed to the top
section, Division 24, and hawve capturad the
Cochrana & Corry Cup In consecutive years in
the sarly 19905,

Wakehurst have become ona of the most
respectad clubs in the membership of the
MNaorthern Amateur Laague and have bean sernved
by a dedicated group of competent officials past
and presat.

On behalf of the Northern Amateur League, |
congratuiate them ofn reac hirng thelr gquarter
century and wish them every SUCCESS for yoars
o COMme.

The

A. & G. O'Hara

Quality Fruit
and Vegetables

Fresh is Best
NATURALLY

48 Broughshane Street
Ballymena
Telephone: 653615

10 Henry Street
Ballymena
Telephone: 42921

Ladysmith Arms

29 Waring Street, Ballymena.
Telephone: 656923




Brian Rock

Plumbing and
Heating

REPAIRS AND
INSTALLATIONS

25 Knockeen Road
Heatherfields
Ballymena
Telephone: 41950

QUALITY MEATS

Barr & McFall
Super

Freezer Meats

Beef, Lamb and
Sausages our speciality

176 QUEEN STREET
BALLYMENA
TELEPHOMNE: 652725

STIRLING

TROPHIES

CUPS
TRAYS
TANKARDS
CRYSTAL

ENGRAVING SERVICE

Football Kits Washed

37 QUEEN STREET, BALLYMENA
(Beside Kentucky Fried Chicken)
Telephone & Fax: (0266) 659490

R. S. B. AUTOS

Service and Repair to all Cars
Crypton Diagnostic/Tuning
Centre

Alarm Systems Supplied and
Fitted

Unit A8
Wakehurst Indusirial Estate,
Wakehurst Road, Ballymena.

Tefephone: (0266) 48514
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THEY TOOK THE LEAGUE BY STORM .. ..

Brian Montgomery .:
Secretary, Ballymena and District Saturday Morning League :
If ever a club took a league by storm it was Wakehurst Olvmpic in the 1976 season. Thu
second string to the famous Black and White Stripes hit the Saturday Morning League ’-"-"J’th
biitzkrelg power in their first season.
The O'Kane Cup was won on Boxing Day with Olymplc beating Corkey. They also capturad
the Toal Cup, beating my own team, Broadway Star, In the final on Easter Monday. *
Howewver, their first year is most memorable for thelr League win. They dropped only thres
points out of a possible 52!

Although the moming team was primarily aimed at bringing youth players through to thi
senlor ranks, a substantial number of those in the "twilight” of their playing careers anjoyec
spells with the Ohympic. :
Scobie Cameron, John Lorimer, Jock Moore and Kevin Carbery weill all have fond memories o
getting up early on rain-lashed Saturday mornings!

:
Changes in the rules of the League forced Olympic to quit in 1992, Unfortunately, it was i
é

)

end of one of the most respected teams ever to play morning football in Ballymena.

BALLYMENA UNITED
SOCIAL CLUB

DANCING AND TAKE YOUR PICK EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

Bingo on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday nights

Pool, Darts and Bowls facilities available

|
| SATELLITE TV FOR SPORTS AND FILMS
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In The Beginning’

THE HISTORY OF WAKEHURST FOOTBALL CLUB

1969-1970

Wakehurst's history really begins in the season 1969-T0 when Francls Smvth, Francls Best and Willie
Mcllroy formed the present cub from the ashes of a jJunior league tear of the same namea wiich had
faldad the previous season. Francks Smyth must be acknowledged for his spadework. He contacted
the players, ralsed money, arrangead a kit and thraw himsalf imo tha task of preparing his squad for
thelr first season in the Junior League,

And on August 9, 1969, Wakehurst took the field against Connor in tha first round of the McReynolds
Cup, For the record, tha team that day was hvan Alexandar, Billy Armstrong, Brian Rock, Francis
Best, Bobby Bamber, Bertie Thompson, Morman Craig, Jirm Cameron, Brian Craig, lan Humter and
Colin Best. Francis, undoubtedly shattered by his hard work, named himself as sub. The score at the
end of an evenly contested 50 minutes was 3-3 with goals for Wakehurst coming from Hurmter G2)
and Thompson. Unfartunately, after extra-tirne, Connor emerged as 5-3 victors. Better things wers
to follow and on August 14, [an Humter scored both gaals in a 2-0 win over Smithfield to register tha
club's first aver league paints. John Barmatt came in o the defance for Billy Armstrong (Sub) and
Billy Lennox replaced the unfortunate Brian Craig wha broke his toe in the Connor gamea.

The Junior Leagus teams of those days werna packed with talent and thay all contributad in acual
fashion to the axcallence of the league. They included Cullybackey, Connor, Riverside from Antrirm,
Melkons, Ballymoney and Wakehurst's biggest rivals, Harmywille Aamateurs.

Howewver, Wakehurst qulckly showed they were more than capable of playing at this level and teamn
members such as Jim Cameron, Bertie Thompson, Morman Craig and lan Hunter were feared
opponants. By the halfway stage of the championship, they wearea top with 19 points from 132 games.

in the third round of the Junlor Shield they defeated Marlborough Star 3-0 . . . a match In which
Scobis Cameron lived up to his nickname, leaving moest of the opposition trailing in his wake with
lighthing runs. One of thase ended with him being upended In the box allowing Bartie Thompson to
score from the spot kick. Cameron himself and lan Hunter provided the other goals. Fine wins
against Ledley Hall (4-0), Scrabo Rangers (9-00 and Laurel Lodge (3-1) put Wakehurst into the
fourth round of the Junior Cup. Away to Ballvgomartin, Wakehurst forced a 2-2 draw after axtra
time. The replay in Ballymena also ended in a 1-1 draw. A third game saw Wakehurst go through
5-2 but defeat was to come in Round 5.

Meanwhile, Wakehurst slipped in the league race whore after 24 games Connor and Nelsons shared
top spot with 37 polnts. Wakehurst had 34 points from 21 games and the league seamed to be
slipping away from their grasp whean Riverside were boating tham 32-1 P a vital game. But with goals
from Thompson (2), Lennax and Brian Craig they managed o0 keep their title hopes alive. Golhg into
the last lap with teams having played 27 gamas cach, Wakahurst and NMelsons warea joirt top with
44, with Connor coming in behind on 43, Wakehurst played at Ballymoney and drew 2-2 (Hunter,
Craig) while Connor beat Melson's 4-3 leaving a play-off for the league.

The play-off was not a rough comtast but there was some SEFF tackling by boath teams and thres
players had to retire through injurys. In fact John Barratt was ong of two who had to leave the fisdd
for hospltal treatment . - . In his case, after only five minutes! Connor took the lead but Wakebhurst
drew level before hatf-time through Hunter. Shortly after the interval Connor made it 2-1 but Wakehurst
remained in dangercus form for the rest of the game. However, despite a sparkling performance
from Morman Cralg, Wakehurst were unable to make inroads and their plight was worsenad by
losing centre-half Brian Rock with a knee injury. Connor held out against the 1 0-man Wakehurst
team to lift the League.

Runnars up in the League was not bad for a team in their first season but there were even bettor
davs ahead.
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{OT1-1972 Wakehurst F, C. Cannon Cup, Toronto Cup, Back row: £ Smyth, K. Carbery, P Jordan, F. Best, | Alexander, J. Moore,
1. Fostar, B. Mcliray. Front raw: N, Craig, B. McGarry. |, Hunter, B. Thompson, L O'Boyle, |, Gregg. B Bamber.

197T0-T1

Wakehurst started the season with determination and new players such as Sammy Clarke and @
Dessia Lennox who had joined the club towards the end of the first season soon had company in pre-
=aason training with the signing of Jimmy Patterson, Lindsay Gamble, Pat Jordan and Jock Moorea.,

n the first match against Smithfield, Sammy Clarke scored a double hat-trick with Hunter (3} Elnd:
Patterson (2) to run out easy winners by 11-2. Hunter continued to make headlines with three goals |
against the Amateurs in a 4-0 win (the other scorer being Clarke). Hunter also hit six in a 92
demolition of Cloughmills! Gamble was also putting ‘em in the net with strikes against Ballyroney |
and Lower Shankill. Wakehurst lest out to Cullybackey in the MeReaynolds Cup but fared better with
a 4-1 victory in the Junior Cup against Dungiven United. Goals on that occasion cama fram Eﬂmemn i
(2), Hunter and Gamble. They were eventually beaten 3-2 by Lower Shanklll in the fourth mund:
match which they should have won but for missed chances.

The League position was poor and by the halfway stage Wakehurst had only 12 points from 'iD:
games. Indeed, they fared little better for the rest of the season despite reaching the final thhE
Connon Cup only o be beaten by Old Blaach. 3

1971-T2
This was a much better sgason for the club and after 15 games Wakehurst lay third in the L.EE'DUE.?
Noteworthy performances and games saw Hevin Carbery scoring a hat trick against the Amateurs
wihom Wakehurst baat 6-1, Hunter (23 and Craig were the other scorers, Against Raceview, Wake
scored nine with Gary Erwin, arriving at the club from Ballymena United, opening his account with
fiva goals. Hunter, Thompson, Travor Kermohan and Morman Craig also netted goals. Wakehurst flaw
the flag for Ballymena in the Junior Shield with wins against Old Bleach (3-2 — Thompson, Moora,
Craig) and Harland and Wolff Wealders (2-0 — Carbery and Craigl. e

They booked a place in the semi-final, winning 7-0 with a hat-trick from Hunter, two penalties from &
Thompson and geals from Craig and Moore. Their opposition in the semils came from Rathcoole, -l:hl
Junior Cup holders. The first match ended in a 3-3 draw (Carberry, Thompson pen. and Pat Jn-r-dam
but won the replay 2-1 (Hunter 2) to take thelr place in the final against Cromac Albion. Unfnrt:.matam
glory slipped from Wakehurst's grasp as they lost 2-0 to the very strong Amateur League side
had already snapped up the Junior Cup. The Wakehurst team from the Junior Shield Final was:
Alexander, Barratt, Best, Moore, Best, Thompson, O'Boyle, McGarry, Carbery, Hunter, Cralg, Jnrdan.
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Silverware did come In the form of the Connon Cup which Wakehurst collected by beating Harryville
Amateurs atter extra time, the vital goal coming from lan Gregg. The Torormto Cup also went in the
+rophy cabinat. Jock Moara scored all three goals In a 3-0 semi-final victory owver Cullybachkey. In the
final Jimmy Foster scored twice to beat the Amateurs 2-0. Team: Alexander, Bamber, 0'Boyle, Moore.
F. Bast, Thompson, Gregg, Jordan, N, Craig, Hunter, Foster. Sub. B. McGarnmy.

1972-T3

In League terms, results were disappointing. Cullybackey emerged as champlons with Wakehurst
wizll down the table with 25 poirtts from 22 gameas.

Crucial games ended in draws or one goal defeats, pushing Wakehurst out of contention.

One of the major factors in this slump in form was the loss of central defendar Francis Bast who
moved to England with his work. He was, however, able to play in some games, the most important
baing in the Junlor Shield whera, anca again, Wakahurst weng on the hant.

They prograssad through the competition by beating Templepatrick 3-0 (Fostar, Cralg, Davidsonl,
St. Simon's 5-4 (immy Foster 3, Cralg, Davidsond; 15th 0.8, 8-0 (Faster 2, Davidson 4, Craig 2).

[n the gquarter-final their opponents were Downshire Hospital whom they defeated to make the semi
stage for the second consecutive year,

But the victory over Downshire was clouded by a serious injury to frea-scoring foresard Davvidson,
who broke his leg after putting Wakehurst imbo the lead, Unfortunately he was out of the game for
a vy long time indead.

Wakahurst wera to lose the services not only of Davidson but also of Jimmy Fostar (suspanded) and
Colin Best (suspended).
After a fighting display in the sami-final they waore beaten 3-0 by Dunmurmy.

On a brighter note, the Toronto Cup was retained with a 2-0 victory over Cullybackeay, goals corming
from J. Moore and lan Gregg.

1973-74

It was a case of 5o near and yet so far as
F I RS T Wakehurst reached the finals of the Connon Cup
ard the Junior Shield but faled at the last hurdle.

I RU S T The 2-0 defeat by Shankill ¥M in the Shield was,
of course, the biggest disappointmeant. Quite
simply, the tearm did not parform on tha nlght

and the battling midfield qualities of Pat Jordan
and Jimmy Foster up front (wiho had scored

twica in the semi win over Ballynahinch Untted)
N O % YO I ] R were badly missed.
" In the Connon Cup, Moyola also scored a 2-0

F]_RST victary owver Wakehurst., It should be

rememberad that Moyola were the outstanding

CHOICE junior team of that yvear having also knocked
Wakehurst out of tha Junior Cup.

In that game l[an Hunter probably still remembers

hawving a penalty appeal wrned down . . . if

Wakeahurst had scored from the spot a homo

replay would have been the reward. Significantly,
Moyola went on to BFE the trophy.

Farst Trust Bank is 2 servicr mark of ALB
Group Marthern Ireland ple
Regpstered in
Morthern [reland Mumber 188040,
Regiscered O ffice:

d Queens Square, Belfasy BT 3D,
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Wakehwrst FC. Laagus Chamoians 197576, Insat: B, Thaormgson, N. Wylle. Back Row: B. Cralg, B, Rock, J, Wair, K, Carbery, i,
M. Montgomery, I, Alexander, H. Lester, B Jordar, ©. Best, M. Berry, 1 Hunter, Fromt Rows L. O°Boyle, J. White, J, Barrett, R Torringrtcn
M. Craig, ! Lorimer, I. Dunlop. J. Moore.

1974-T5

Mewr season . . . new faces. Roy Tormington, Mike Montgomery and Matt Murray signed from Racevie
played with distinction throughowt the League campalgn.

ST

Wakehurst led until the last few weeks of the season but Cullvybackey pipped them to the post .'-:
compansation, Wakehurst lifted the O'Gorman Cup and there was recognition of Morman “Birdia™

Craig, the Junior League sportsman of the year. kv

oact

Juniar Shigld and Cup campaigns are bast forgotten, Suffice to say that few will argue the 3-2 defes
by Zdth Old Boys left a bad tasta in tha mouth.

ik

R

sl

1975-76 z

Champions! Wakehurst finally clinched the League title . . . but there was a down side to the seasar
as well, Mew players such as John White, Moel Wylie, John Lorimer, Gary Erwin, Robin Lester, Jo

Weir and Ivor Dunlop enteraed the fray as Wakehurst rattled up an early lead in the championship —
23 out of a possible 24 points! 1

They also bocked a final spot against Moyola Park in the McReynolds Cup on Mew Year's Day. Jim
Mcllroy still claims this was the coldest day of his life. Moyola weare leading 3-2 when, with -.':_:
minutes left, the game was abandoned because of the arctic conditions. The League awarded t -.
trophy to Moyaola. *'

Thare was more misery for Wakehurst in early January when Cullybackey dumped them out of
fourth round of the Junior Shisld,

Mothing, howevern, Wwas to stand in their way in the Championship quest. & 1-1 drasw with Eranm:u.
clinched the titla. .

-3

i
.



On the Junior Cup front a superb performance at Ballymena Showgrounds against Moyola Park put
Wakehurst into the final of the "Blue Riband” Trophy. Goals from Montgomery (23, Craig 2) and
Wiair ganve them a 5-2 victory.

But the celebrations were short-lived. Wakehurst's possible opponents in the final were thrown out
and the competition declared void when Wakehurst weare found gullty of fielding an ineligible player
in the first round at Portstewart. Francis Smith, who had bullt up such a great squad, was banned
for three years and the club prohibited from taking part in the Junlor Cup . . . the season ernded on a
leak nodbe.

197T6-TT

A landmark in the history of Wakehurst F.C. was reached with the formation of the Olympic team.
Brian Craig took on the role of manager with Leo O'Boyle as captain of the side.

Expericnced players such as John Barratt, Lindsay Gambla, Billy McGarry and Robin Lester formed
the hard core with new signings Alan Greesn, John Clarke and Clifford Law also included in £ha papel.

In their first year, Olympic won the League Champicnship, going undefeated in all 26 league games.
Before the season was out they had also won the O'Kane and Toal Cups.

On the first team fromt, new manager lan Hurter brought in new blood in the shape of Seamus and
Saan Laverty, hor McWiliams, Roy Harmris and Maorice Falls,

In league terms, the team had a great start with 18 out of a possible 20 points but they were latar
overhauled by Moyola and had to settle for runners-up position and the 0'Gorman Cup. They also
gained revenge over Moyola in the McReynold's Cup game on New Year's Day with a 3-2 victory.

In the Junior Shiald, Wakehurst progressed to the quarter-final stage where lveagh United inflictad
the first defeat of the season on the team,

All In all, a good season with five trophles on the table. More Importantty, the Olyrmplc had proved
successful. Morman Cralg was named Olympic playver of the year and Noel Wylie Club player of the
Yaar.

1977T-TH

Wakeohurst bagan theair pre-season bulld up with a 3-1 victory over Rathmines in Dublin but they
suffared an early set back with the resignation of manager lan Hunter.

Mearmwhile, the Ohympic had started their league campaign strongly and batted thelr way to an all-
Harryville derby with Raglan Homers in the O'Hane Cup final.

Flayed in front of a large crowd at the Showgrounds on Boxing Day, Olympic ran out 2-0 winners
with goals from Davy Davidson and Mike Montgomery. Unfortunately they were unable to retaln the
league title, losing 3-2 in a play-off with Penarol, again Davy Davidson scored both the Olympic goals.

After several disappointing results, the tide started to tumn for the afterncon side, culminating in a oS
1-0 victory ovar Movola Park in the Connon Cup Final,

Roy Harrls was the marksman in a team managed by Drian Craig in a “caretaker” capaciy. Noel
Wrylie continued to show supert form and it was no surprise when he received the Plaver of the Yoar
Awvard for the second successhve yeaar.

1978-7T9

Leo O'Boyie was installed as manager of Wakehurst F.C. and he brought with him several new
signings such as Joe McErlean in goals, Anthony Staele and Andy Balmer.

But results didn't go his way and in mid-season he resigned to clear the way for Brian Rock to takea
his first managerial post,

Rock made some shrewd tactical signings Including Bertie Simpson in goal, Joe McCall o play alongsida
his brother Lenny and goal scorer Derak “Chick” ('Hanea. The new-look side began to climb back up
the table,



Wakahurst and Wakehurst OIwngic 1977-78. Wakehurst F.C, Corwavt Cup. Wakehurst Ofympie 0°Kana Cup, Toal Cup, League Rurrars-
uip, Back row: B Rock, W, Hanry, 1. Montgomery, B, ewin, 0. Davidson. £ Hunter, A, Gardiner, K. Carbary, i. Alexander, B, Cradig,

I. Hurrter Middie Fowe 2. Loughran, A. Greene, T, Kemohan, B, Mozarme 8, Marshall, 12 Sordan, A, Steefe, 5, MeCrary, 1. Hunter Jnr.,
Eront row: L. Gamble, A. Baimer, ¥, Craig, [, Moora, ©, Best, L. McoCall, ) Carneran.

The Olympic were again challenging for League honours but slip-ups towards the end of the season
savr them fall back and eventually they finished third. Team captain Norman Cralg was honoured
with the Sportsman of the Year award by his fellow players in the Saturday Morming League.

Morman also received the Olympic Player of the Year trophy with Davy Davidson taking the leading
scorer award.

Mearwhile Rock's side continued to make progress and were rewarded with two cup finals.

in the Connon Cup they lost out to Stranacum (2-1 after extra time), but they werea more succassiul
in the Millar Cup final beating Raceview 2-1, once agaln after extra timae.

Having gone a goal behind through a Matt Clarke penalty, Bertie Simpson redeemed himself and the
team by saving a second spot kick. Inspired by this Wakehurst got back into the game and Pat
Jordan hit the egualiser and then the winner to give Rocky the first of what proved to ba many
trophy successes.

At the end of the season, Derek O'Kane finished as leading gealscorer and Joe McCall was voted
Flayer of the Year.

1979-80
Thera was a damp start to the season with matches having te be postponed on the very first day!

The Olympic qualified for the final of the Francis MockKeown Memorial Trophy, thelr opponents baing
Connor Seconds. Connor took an aarly lead through George Fullerton but Andy Balmer netted twice
and Kenny Cuthbert scored the third bo give Olymplc a 3-1 victory. :

They just falled to make it to the final of the Texaco Cup. Howewver, they did contast the Carisberg
Cup final against Clough Rangers and two goals from Billy Erwin, the second an overnead spectacular, |
gave Olympic a 2-1 win. Again they just missed out on the League with Penarel being the only side
above them at the close of the season. Mearnwhile, Brian Rock's troops had batted with Arrnoy
United and Cloughmills for supremacy in the Junior League. Indeed, the destination of the Connon _J
Cup was not known until tha final match of the season — Armoy needed to defeat Randalstown to

pip Cloughmills by one point with Wakehurst a further point behind in third place. -

Hawving completed a league double over Old Firm rivals, Harrywille Amateurs, Wakahurst were m-:pm:md‘
to beat them again in the Hanna Cup Final but this was not to be and Amateurs gained revengea with




a 2-0 win. In this match a young Jimmy Kernoban came on for the Amateurs and set up their first
goal and scored the second!

Club prize winners in this lesson-lsarming season were Robin Galbraith, (Olympic Player of the Yearl;
Andy Balmer and Alan Graen, joint Olyrnplic leading scorers; Billy Erewin was Wakehurst leading scorer
and Derek Moore the Young Player of the Year.

1980-81

This was 1o prove a very successful season with Brian Rock's team winning four trophies and just
falling to win the coveted Irish Junlor Cup.

Rocky s raiders lost out Inthe final to Ballynafeigh Methodists. In the run-up they disposed of Clonney
Rovers, Bangor Parish, Jennymount (Grove United) and holders, 15t Bangor O.B. inthe semi-final at
Tavior's Avenue, Carrickfargus.

in the final itself, played at the same venue, John Lorimer gave Wakehurst an early lead but thair
form slumped in the second half and despite sterling performances in defance from captain Fﬁnv
Torrington, Robin Galbraith and Robin Lester in goal, they went dowrn 8-1,

Mevertheless thay had gualified for three cup finals within their own league and winning all thres
was a superb achieverment.

In the Canada Cup Final they convincingly defoated Armoy United 4-0 (Norman Crabkg, Billy Erwin,
Chick O'Kane and Joa Boylel.

Boyle had made his mark as a match-winner thanks to great heading ability — a strength which
weould serve him well in vears 1o camea.

in the Toronto Cup final, Wakehurst proved too strong for Portglenone. Goals from John Lofmer {23
and Derek O'Kane gave tharm a 3-1 victory. Albert Boam scored for the Ports.,

In tha third final, Wakahurst faced Armoy Unfted in the Hanna Trophy and this time the scoraline was
4.2 in favour of the Ballymena team. MoConaghie (pen.d and Small scored for Armoy but Joa Boylea,
Billy Erwin, Wilie Barr and Derek O'Hane all found the net to securs the trophy.

The Leagus had still to ba decidad but Wakehurst's gruelling seven matches in 12 days run-in proved
tod much. Armoy retained the title with Wakehurst runners-up. Intheair final weaalk thay playved four
matches, the last of which was a tough battle against rivals Cullvbackay.

They camea from bahind three timmes to win 5-4 . . . one of the greatest displays of determina—l:lar"n ir
tha club's history.
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Waketwarst FC, igﬂﬂ-ﬁ1 Tariarria 'l:l.-l,l:.l. Canads Cup. Hanna Cup, League Bunners-up, Fnalists Iish SJurdor Cup. Back rows: | Hunter,
4 Moore, ) Boyle, L Lerfimer, N, Craig, R, Lester, B. Torrington. B. Oark, R Gaffiraith, D, O'Kane, B. MoGarmy, B Thompson. Front rows
B, Rock, D Moare, I, Nikan, J, MoCal, 5. MoCrorne J. Hermofian, B Ireen, B, Craig.
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Wakehurst Olvmpic TSIEIF with drophiles, Back row: J, Moora, B, 'Fhﬂn'h'-“im . Lowrirmenr, . HI=|-LJ' Lﬂr-uhm-f E-ilﬂl:k.-" Hurter,
N. Garredt, ), Burred, B, Hegarne R Galbralth, B. Cralg, Front row: 5. MoCrong . d Baxton, I Gregg, K. Carbery, N. Smith,
D. Dwvidsorr, M, Srdthe

Brian Cralg's Olympic also enjoyed a good year, daspite the fact that no trophies wers waon.

The highlight must be regarded as the three-game epic in tha McKeown Memaorial Cop Final whan
thay played Raglan Homers. Homers' keeper Jock MoGarry saved twao penalties in the final shoot
out to give his team the silverswans.,

in the O'Kane Cup Final, the Olympic met Cullybackey Blues and at first things seemed to be golng
wizll. Meal O'Cornell and Andy Balmer gave them a 2-1 interval lead but the Blues responded well
and two second half goals from Black and a Bertie Smith penalty gave them the cup with a 3-2
wictory.

At the annual dinner and presentation, Club President Mrs. Sadie Purser prasanted Joa MeCall with
tha Player of the Year award. Leading goalscorer was Joa Bovle and Johnny Black was Olympic
Player of the Year

Jimmy Kernochan was Young Plaver of the Year and evergrean Morman Craig was again rewarded by
his fellow competitors by winning the Junior League’s Sportaman of the Year.

1981-82

& truly historic season for the club. Brian Rock's side brought the prestiglous Co. Antrim Junior
Shield back to Ballvmena — a case of third time lucky for playvers like Pat Jaordan and Kewvin Carbery.

The road to the final was full of eventful games . . . Roy Torrington will not forget his last minute
winner in the first round at home to Mowcastle . . . the trip to Killyleagh when a depleted team
{twhose Kit had been left in Ballymena) progressed thanks to a NMoerman Craig goal.

Portglanona were next to fall in the guarter finals before the semi-final clash with Ballynahinch
United. The first game, at Seawview. endad in a draw but bwo goals from Billy Erwin and one from
Joihn Lordmer In the replay put them through to the final.,

At Solitude, “Lazy™ Lorimer's trusty left foot scored the only goal in the defeat of 15t Bangor Oid
Boys. The celebrations were, to say the least, exuberant!

Wakehurst's achievernent was recognised later in the year when Mayor, Ald. Sandy Spence, invited
the team to a Chvic Reception in the Town Hall. (-

On the local scene, Wakehurst lifted the sibverware in the McReynold's Cup, beating Macosquin 3-2.
The team which played In that final was particularly strong with players like Billy Clark in goals, the
Erwin brothers (Billy and Gary), Chick O'Kane and Joes McCall.

VWakehurst also won the Canada Cup with a 4-1 win over Ahoghill.
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1981 -82 Co, Antrim Jurdor Sfeald Winmars, Bacl row? I Moore, B, Craig, G. Frsef, . Huntar, B. Thompson, B, Clark;, J, Bleck, B Mﬁﬁ.ﬂ-ﬂ"}-
B. Rock. Mdidote rowe: K. Carbery, J. Boyie, Do Mullan, B Torringéan, A MoClean, J. Misxon, M. Marshall, J. Loughran, B. rwln, Froog rows

M. Craig, M. Smith, D, Moore, T. Stecle, J. Kemohan, P Jordan, J. Lonimer, R Gabraith.

19871-82 junicr Shiaid, McReynolds Cup and Canada Cup. Back row: | Hunter, K, Carhery, M. Craig, J. Boyle, D. O'Eane, B. Clark.
M. Marshall, J. Black, 8. insan, 8. Craig, Front row: J, Kerreehan, 0 Moeore, D, Mutan, B Torringioen, B. Rock, J. MoCall, J. Mixon,
R Galbraith, J. Larfmer, E. Cunningham.



Johnmy Black™s Olympic side reached bwo finals but had to accept runnars-up in both. Corkey dofeated
them in the Texaco Cup amnd Penarol in the Stewart Cup,

Mo siversare for the Olympic . . . but there s no doubt that their rale in the Shiald Fun was vital. In
fact it would have been impossible to secure the coveted trophy without the assistance of the
Olympic squad membars.

On an Individual note, Roy T-::rﬁngtﬂn was a deserved Plaver of the Year for Wakehurst with Dawvy
mMullan taking the Olympic honour,

1982-83

The Olvmplc bounced back from their trophy famine with a comprehensive victory over Penarol at
the “Wees Showgrounds”™.

i
.!
:
Joo Burredl, John Lorimer arnd Jimmy Hurter all had a great final but b was Alan Graen who stola the
shows with a four-goal haal. i
The Stewart Cup was also to come the Olympic’s way — this time Johnny Black hit four in a 6-0 i
demolition of Castletown at the Showgrounds. Evervone at the club was proud of the achievemants |

of Brian Craig and his taam. j

On the Junior League front, Wakehurst were to clinch the club’s second League champlonship. This
was achioved with a defeat of Aghadowey with goals coming from Black (4), Eddie “Ethnic”
Cunningham and Jos Burrell.
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1087 Balyirmana Townhal Recagtion. Junlor Shisld Winners. Back row: J Smith (Traner), 1. Riven, G. Fried, 5, Madlary (Town Charkd,
B. Craig, R Galwaith, A, MoClean. Middie row: J. Black, M. Smith, K. Carbery, P dordan, M. Marshall, N. Craig, J. Boyle, B, Clark, Froat

rowts AL Torrington (Captaind, B Rock (Manager] B. Moliroy (Sec. Bafivmena League), 5. Morrow (President), 5. Spence (Mayord, 5
Broswm (Chavmman Balymens Lesgue), [ Hunter (Chadrman Wakahurse ).




The sguad for that season included a numbear of new faces such as Sammy “Yosser™ Hughes, John
Sexton, Michasl McCormick and Herbie Kernohar.

Jimmy Hermohan's excellence was recognised when he was voted Junior League and Wakehurst
Player of the Year — a tremendous achiavament.

Jimmy Hurar was Qlympic Player of the Year and Roy Torrington was Junior League Sportsman of
the Year.

HONOURS GALORE

1983-84

Mo shortage of trophies for manager, John “Smudger”™ Smith. On the way to the League title,
Wakehurst played some devastating football disposing of Michalin (10-03, Portglenone (9-2),
Cullybackeay (B-13 and Bridgend (9-0) to name but a fesw.

Joe Boyle was In prolific scoring form and Wakehurst stormed home with games to spara, with
Armoy in runners-up positlon. The Crawford Cup, Teramto Cup and Canada Cup all were added to the
Wakabhurst trophy collection.

The hardest fought of these matches was the Toronto Cup final against Raceview. [t took aextra time
before Walkehurst emerged 4-2 winners with goals from Boyle (2), Burrell and Jimmy Kernohan.

Tha sgquad for this game was formidable Indeed — Hunter, Mixon, Cunninghan, Torrington, Galbralth,
Mullan, Byers, MoClean, MeVickar, Kernohan, J., Boyle, Calderwood, Hernohan H., Burrall,

In the Co. Antrimn Junior Shield, Wakehurst encountersed their 81-82 opponants, Bangor O.B. — this
time at the quarter-final stage.

Wakehurst won through to the samis with a 4-1 win only to be defeated by 40th Old Boys.

In the Junior Cup quarter-final, Wakehurst werg defoated 4-2 by Shelbourme of Omagh after extra
tirmea,

The Qlymipic securad a “top four” place with a 4-2 win over Broadway Strollers (goals from Neil
Smyth, Johnny Black, Davy Mullan and Gooff Bealld,

Tha main individual honour of the season went to Jimmy Kermohan who won the Junior League
Player of the Year trophy.
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Wakehurst FC. 1968283 League Champorns, Back row: |, Hurler, B, Thompgan, G. Fried, M. MoCaormick, J. Sexten, 1. Boyle, B, Clark,
R. Galtraith, J. Biack, W, McClean, J. Moora, B, Cradg. Frovt row: B, Bock, £ Cunnmagharm, 5, Heghes, J, Bumell, B Torrisgton,
J. Kernohan, M. Kernochan, J. Smith.



HONOURS GALORE

Wakehurst FC. 1883-84 Crawford Cup, Torare Cup, Canada Cup, Conmon Cup (Leagee Champlonshipl. Semi-Final Junior Shield,
Guarter Final Junior Cup. Back rew: G. Fried, B Rock, 5. Caiderawood, H. Galbrarth, E. Conmdngharm, B, Clark, 0. Hunter, W, MoClear,

i, Medtan, J. Boyle, J. Black, B, Cradg. Front row: D, Davidson, J. Moore, B Byers, 0. Kernofran, M. Kemaohan, B, Torimgtan, 5. MoCrory
5. McVicar, 4, Smith, |, Hunder

1984-85

Wakehurst clinched the League for the third time in a row with a dramatic last gamea win ow
Dervack who themsahies neaded only one point to take the trophy to Morth Afrim,

Joo Boyle grabbed the winnar from a Sammy MoWicker cross,

In thea Irish Junior Cup, the tearm fell at the guarter-final stage but a 4-2 victory owver Connar in th
final of the Canada Cup and a 2-1 defeat of Armnoy in the Toronto Cup ensurad thare was plenty «
sibvarware to polish.

“Tiny ™ Calderwood finlshed the season as leading goalscarer and Eddie Cunningham was Player ¢
the Year,

The Olympic kKiched off the season well with a 2-1 win over Penarol in the semi-final of the "To
Four" trophy but luck deserted ther In the fimal against Corkey.

From 2-0 down thay fought back with goals from NMorman Mellon and Andy Balmer only to se
Carkay snatch victory with mere minutes left on the clock.

Barry Hennedy was Olympic Player of the Year.

PASTURES NEW

1985-86

<
F.

Having won the Ballymena and District Junior League for three seasons on the trot, Wake
dacided to seak a new challenge in tha highly competitive Northern Aamateur League.

Their bulld up for their first term in the “Armateur” included a friendly against Crusaders.
surprisingly, the [rish League side came out 4-0 winnaers but Wakehurst learmed some pertl
lessons from the game.




MNew faces began to emerge in the team such as lan "Stick”™ Cushenan and Pat O'MNaill and they
receivaed a baptism of fire In the very first game against Grange Rangers.

Wakehurst found themsalvas 3-0 down with 30 minutes to go but a great fight back with goals from
Roger Galbralth (23, Eddie Cunningham and Mervyn Marshall saw them clinch a supert 4-3 victory.

After this tough test, Wakehurst emerged as the dominant force in 2C scoring 60 goals (with only &
against) and full points from their first 11 gameas,

Brian Rock's team, bidding to win the Cochrane Corry for the first time beat Balhyclare (with a yvoung
Anthony McCartnay in goals) in the gquarter-final by a 2-1 margin. In the semi-final they beat Grove
United 2-1 (Mullan 2) to reach their first Amateur League final against Rooftop at the Junior Stadiun.

Goals from Mullan and Bumrell enabled Wakehurst to Iift the Cup — the first of many “Amateur™
SUCCESSas,

In thwe Fifth round of the Shield, Wakehurst beat Kyle Ranaers 2-0. I the final, howewver, Wakehorst
wigre beaten 1-0 by Crumlin United despite hawving most of the play.

K was only a month bafore the end of the season when Wakehurst lost their unbeaten record in the
League to Queen's University — but the title was never In doubt. The record of 26 plaved, 23 won, 1
draw and 1 defeat speaks volumas for the abilities of the team.

They also broka the scoring record for the Amateur league with 131 strikes.

Player of the Year was Pat O'Melll with the Young Playver trophy going to lan Cushenan. Olympic's
Playar of tha Year was Pat Jordan and for the fourth time Joe Boyle was keading goalscorer — a
record yet to be matched. Wille McClean and John Lorimer tied as leading scorers for the Olympic.

1986-87

Fromoted to 28, Wakehurst exacted revenge with a 5.1 defeat of Crumilin United, who had baaten
tham in the Shield final of the previous season.

lan Cushenan, after a year's experiance, was showing great promise and scored four goals In this
gama. Mainstays of the team that season included prankster Eddie Cunningham, Jimmy Douglas,
Roy Torrington, Robin Galbraith, Jimmy Kermohan, Pat O'Meill, Sammy McVicker, Joa Bovie, Stck
Cushenan, Herble Kemohan and Ronnie Dowds,

Again Wakehurst hit the headlines, gaining promotion to 24 (24 played/38 points) having finished in
runfers-up spot behind Rosario Samntos. Thay also became the first team in Amateur League history
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Waliehurst F.C, 198485 League Champions, Canada Cuip, Toronte Cup. Back row: J. Moore, B, Thompson, 5. Calderwood, 1, Galbvsith,
1. Burred, J. Hunter, R. Torrington, M. Marshall, J. Boyle, K. Carbery, G. Friel, B. Cralg. Front row; B, Rock, €. Mullan, B. Mcfudey,
5. MoCrorg, 1. Dawglas, H, Hernohar, 1. Kernohan, 5. McVican, E. Cuwsinghamn, [ Huotor, 12 Byers,
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H&hw[Ff THHE-&EA:MmurL-n:guE 'Y Champians. Cochrane Cl:lrn.' Cuip Winnors, TriSpn-t mmngﬁnarn:m {131} Ba-:l'r :
rerw: J. Moore, J. Lorirmers, |, Hunter, R Gadwaith, J. Boyie, © Mullan, W McClean, J. Hunter, B Torrington, J. McCall, J. Boyle, G. Frigf,
R Byars, K. Carbery, Front row: B, Thomgson, B. Crafg, B O°'Nedl, 5. McVican J. Kernohan, E. Cunningharm, H. Kernotan, | Cushanhan,

B. Carson, B. Rock (Manager)

to retain the leading goalscorar trophy with 107 goals.

In the Junior Cup fifth round they beat Ballymoney 4-0 with goals from Cathal Mullan {32 and Eddi
Cunningham. The quarter-final saw Joe Boyle return from Injury to score the winner agains
Irvinestown Wanderars.

They qualified for the final by beating Grange Rangers in a replay by 4-1 with goals from Cushens
(21, Boyle and McClean. The first match finished in a 2-2 draw.

In the Cochraneg Corry Cup, Wakehurst beat Ulster Hospital 4-0 with goals from Joe Boyle (33 and (2
Cushenan. Thay lost thair hold on the cup when they were beaten 2-1 by Kelvin. In the Shield &agains
Ards Bluas, Joe Boyle reachad a remarkable personal milestona with a hat-trick which gave him 30

goals for the club.

Joe once netted nine Hmes against a team from Ards in the 82-83 season! His final "bag™ for th
vear was a staggering 73.

in the May Day Junior Cup Final, Wakehurst lost out to Maghera (Newcastle) in extra time. Leadin
goalscorer for the year was lan Cushenan with the Ohympic version going to Colin Stewart.

1987-68

After thelr first eight matches in the 2A “top fllght”, Wakehurst were joint leaders with Grove Unite
on 12 points.

Brian Rock had virtually dismantied part of the previous year's team to bring in Anthony Mcl:artne
in goals, Harry Rock, Rodney Craig and Ernie Cormy. ]

Joe Burrell had returned from Tobermore; lan Cushenan went to Ballyrmena Untted and Harry memt
after some superb performances, moved to Larne F.C

Despite thise shake-ups Wakehurst cruised into the quarter finals of the Caochrane Corry Cup with
fine T-0 win against 2A rivals Ford. Goals came from Rodney Cralg (3), Corry, Mullan. McClean a
Stewart.

During this period Eddie Cunningham and Pat O'Nelll {captain) waere chosen for the Amateur Leag
select which defeated the Down Area League.

Wakehurst were narrowly beaten 1-0 by STC In the Clarence Cup. On the league front, Wakeh
were involved in a complicated play-off with Grove United and Kelvin O.B. Unfortunately, Walkefu
were baaten 2-1 in both matches.



Honouwurs at the end of the season went to : Emie Corry, leading goalscorer; Joe McCall, playver of
year; Kenny McocConkey, Ohympic leading scorer; Olympic Player of the Year, Jimmy Elder,

OLYMPIAN HEIGHTS

19858-89

Joa McCall was appoirted manager of the Ohlympic in the Saturday Morning Laague, leading them to
thair first trophy success for Sormea tima.

In the guarter final of the Stewrart Cup they beat Homers 3-2. After belng 1-0 down, McCall equalisad,
typlcally, after a goalmouth scramble. They lost Jinmmy Elder with a faclal injury but took the lead
through MoConkey with sewven minutes to go. Homers grabbed an equallser throuwgh Wilfle Laughlin
with the clock running out — anly for McConkey to score in the last gasp to set up the semi-final
against Ratharnraw, Having disposed of the Antrim team, Olympic met Penarol In the final.

dimmy Elder was the hero of this game with a last minute goal in extra timne. The Slyvrmpic had bean
lgading 1-0 after 10 minutes through Kenmy MoConkay, with Alan Stewart scoring the second. Penarol
fought back gamely to equalise but Elder’s last gasp effort was encugh to sacure the trophy.

In the Amatour League, new players ware making theair debuts, These included Jason JJordan, whose
father Pat had won many medals with Wakehurst in previous yvears, Kyle Henry and John Broswn.

I the Junlor Cup, Wakehurst were beaten away at Kilkea! but in the Clarencs Cup they scored one of
thelr bast victorlies, defeating Steal and Sons Cup holders, East Belfast, on their home turf.,

Afver tha apaning 20 minutas In whilch Wakehurst had flirted with disaster, East Belfast fimally got
tha ball past an in-form MoCartney. In the second half, Wakehurst took the game to the city side,
Cathal Mullan chipping the kesper to egualise. MoCartney saved the day with two minutes left to
s@oure axtra timea.

B. H. (Barry Hickland
for Cycles)

NOW ONLY IN
BELFAST AND BALLYMENA
Ladies Cycles £59 ; var

Gents
Mountain Bikes EQB + VAT

Ladies
Mountain Bikes £31 + VAT

IN-STYLE

CARPETS and FURNISHINGS

21 Fountain Place. Tel. (0266) 658887.

NOW OPEN AT
40 HENRY STREET, BALLYMENA.
TEL. (0266) 630590.

ORDER YOUR NEW
CARPET NOW!

Latest Designs
Suitable for Living Rooms,
Bedrooms, Hall, Stairs,
Landing.

Boys Cycles £50 : var

L. ki

“i€ L  ALL AT KEEMEST PRICES!

* Large selection of British-made suites
available in various colours &

BEDROOM FURNITURE

FREE

HELMET WITH EVERY CYCLE!

B. H. CYCLES
Boucher Place, Belfast

Telephone: (0232) 664979

Wakehurst Ind. Estate, Ballymena
Telephone: (0266) 630675

Open Late Thurs. and Fri. to .00 pm

Fantastic selection on display at
keenest prices)

Open Mon.-Sat, 2 am-5 pm.
Late night Thurs. 10 pm.




in the first period, Pat O'Neill collected tha ball on the laft, played a great ball to dmrmy Kermaonan and
he released Cathal Mullan to score his second.

The tearm an that day was — MoCartney, J. Jordan, J. Brown, Galbrakth, Herry, J. Kernohan, McClean,
O'Mail, H. Kermohan, Burrall, Mullan. Subs Rock, Cushanan.

SHIELD SUCCESS

1989-90

Joa MeCall came In as manager of the Amateur leagua side at the start of the new season. Biriar
Rock had given up the post due to work commitma nts.

sammy MoVicker took over in the Olympic manager’s rolea.

i was to be the year that Wakehurst won the Co. Antrim Junior Shield for the second time in thel
history — but they paid the price for knock-out success as league fixtures plled up and eventualt
averwhalmed the team, which finished seventh in 24,

In the Junlor Cup Wakehurst started their campaian with a 5-0 win, goals coming from Mullan (2]
Magill, Burrell and Kermohan. Eventually Newry side, Camiough, ended the Wakehurst run with a
extra-timme victory.

The Shield onslaught started in dramatic fashion as Broadway Thistle want 2-0 up, but goals fron
Magill, Stewart and a Willie McClean last-gasp effort saw them through.

In the quarter final the team gained a well-deserved away win at Lambeg, winning 2-0 with goal
from Junior Magill and Joe Burrall.

They cruised into the semi-final with a 2-0 win against Dublin Road select, both goals baing scors
by Cushenan.

ALL KINDS OF
MORTGAGES FOR ALL

DOU Gl E s EIND OF I}PLE
GOODIES
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Baked Bread e e b e e

Tes Nired il rere mhoast Eha PRaeriga g BETEN EFman L pereiom avaibld & 1 pes,

ihereugh Goell Ko & Ca., slmgly mnlod ve ol the sddress of wlephans rumber
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FRESHNESS IS OUR Geoff Kerr & Co.
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Tel. (0266) 659998
Fax. (0266) 656662
Open 6 Days a Week Mobile (0850) 326631
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WIHTTACE (R OTHER LOWK SRCURED O [T,




Wakehurst reached their fifth Shield final with a win at Inver Park, goals coming from Cathal Mullan
(21 and Jimmy Kermohan.

In the final, Wakehurst beat Belfast Rangers 4-1. Herbiea Kernohan opened the scoring in the first
half but Rangers equalisad. Jason Jordan put his team in front again with 20 minutes left and
Cushaenan scored the “banker™, racing from the halfway line to scora in the B5th minute. In the dying
saconds tha same player was fouled in the box and Davy Douglas slammed home the resulting
penalty Kick.

The Olympic, with a neat blend of youth and expericnce, gave Dynamo Star a lesson in the Ace Cup,
winning 3-0 with goals from Emie Corry, Colin Stawsart and Kenny MoConkay.

Howsmewvar, the celebrations were dampened by the broken leg injury to Anthony Steele. They continued
on in the Aca Cup with Kenny MoConkey getting the winnar against Michellin Old Boys.

afrer 23 matches, the Olymipic wera again top of the league with 32 points but received a set-back
when Dyrnameo Star returned the “compliment”™ by beating them 3-1.

1990-91
Ace Cup success came Ohymmipic's way with a final win over Penarol.

The Olympic weant 1-0 doeety early on but evaerrtually they brought pressure o bear on Panarol and
srEtched the agualiser when Sam McVicker's spadework was nearly headed home by Ernde Corry.
Uel MocHane made the game and slivernsare safe with a brave header. Jos McoCall's spot kick was
superbly saved by Herbie Lirmon in the Panaral goal but despite this the trophy was destinad for the
Wakehurst clubrooms.

The Junior Cup trail saw Wakehurst reach yet another final — only to see their hopes cruelly dashed.

In the first game against Lurgan Celtic, at Ballyskeagh, Wakahurst almast had their fingertips on the
trophy. With the score poised at 1-1 (immy Kermohand, Junior Magil had a great scoring opportunity
. « » but his shot blasted off the Lurgan crosstar,

Finishing power was to prove a problem in the replay when Celtic nudged home by a 1-0 margin.

——
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Wiakmhurst lyraes 19658-58 Stewart Cup Winmers. Back row: Michao! O°'Neil, K MoConkey, J. Loosghran, 0. Maasan, C. Marks, E. Corry,
J. MeCail, A Stewart, J. Efder. Front row: 1. Jordan, D, James. T, Hamill, [ Custenahan, M. Hamill, 5. McWicar, A. Balmer, M. Gokdrlng,
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JOAS-00 Assor Shisld Winners, Beck row: K. Carbery, B, Thompson, 5. MeWicar, B Storey, Junior Magill, © Markes, ). Brown, N. Kirk, §
MeCiean, J. Moors, J. MoCall, . Birt, A, Stewart. Middie row: | Cushanahan, T. Hamil, J. Burrell, H. Fock, J. bordan, G, Friel, Front o
B. Fock, B Jordan, [ James, J. Kernohary, H, Kemohan, O, Douglas, A Shaw

In the league, Wakehurst had 24 polnts from 22 games and again the Cup runs made it wery hard 1
keep up Leagus momentum.

Ear the record, the Juniar Cup Final team was: Marks, Jordan, N. Brown, .J. Browmn, Rock, McClaal
H. Kernohan, J. Kernohan, Hamill, Mullan, Henry,. Subs. Magill, Eldar.

...BACK IN THE TROPHY CABINET

1991-892

Wakehurst started the new season in fine form, winning their first two games undear the managarsh
of (yet again) Brian Rock. New signings Rab Ritchie and Davay Lowry ware soon bliended into t
TEIM.

In the Cochrane Corry Cup, Wakehurst easily beat Bangor Rangers at horme with goals from Ritch
21, Haerble Kernohan, Willle McClean and neaw signing Mickey Wilsan from Artrim.

Back on the league front, there was a notable 7-2 victory (despite a weakened team) over Wa
Bealfast. Goals came from Mullan (23, McClean (2), H. Kernohan (2) and Hamill. The result was marr
by the injury to Michael McCartney who broke his leg in the secand half,

Wakehurst again reached the quarter finals of the Cochrane Corry by beating 2nd Oid Boys 3
fwWilson, J. Kermmohan, McClaan).

But the outcome of the resulting encounter with Abbey Villa was worth savouring. Wakehurst wal
in from through a fabulous Dawvy Douglas goal and with 10 minutes left Mickey Wison scorad &
second. Villa batied gamely and pulled one goal back leaving Wakehurst holding on equally grim
and gamoly to secura a semi-final place against Lisburm.



The sami-final saw Wakehurst 1-0 down after 20 minutes but Davy Lowry scorsd a peach goal,
lobbing the kespar from 20 yards to equalise. After that cool piece of play it was only logical that his
nicknama of the “lcaman™ camea into vogue,

With 12 mifutas to o, Ritchie was fouled in the box allowing MoClean to hammer homa the panalty.,

That man Lowry cropped up in thea final again. making two of thea goals — one for McClean, the other
Meil Brown — on tha way to lifting the Cup against 2C Sport and Leisura F.C. Cathal Mullan should
also ba remaemberad for his equalising goal which set Wakehurst on the way to victory.

Kyle Henry was Flayver of the Year with Williea McClaan the leading goalscorer.

1992-93

Thea season started off on a down note with the withdrawal of Wakeburst Ohymipic from the Saturday
Moarnirng Laagua, Tha OQlyimpic had baan waakenad in the pravious season when they lost a number
of players.

The Amateur League side themselves faced problems with Rabk Ritchie mowving to Ballymena Reservas.
Cochrane Cup success continued at the expense, b must be admitted, of Leagua honours.,

By January Wakeohurst had 12 points from 10 games, their best league form coming at Holywood
where they scored a great 5-2 victory with goals from Lowry (2), Tom McFall, Mark Hyndrman and
Mullan.

In the Clarence Cup, they lost out on penalties to Ardglass but gained revenge whan they bear the
same team 2-1 In the Cochrane Corry.

In thie semi-final, Davy Lowry's single goal was enough o seg off the challeange of Kalvin O.B.

Wakehurst became only the second side In the history of the competition o win tha Cochrana Corry
two years in succession.

Stevenson & Reid
Soelands hfﬁw r:ﬁly?{:?yﬁ? 1-;4/[ balhrecm sadles

We offer a range of modern bathrooms to suit all pockets.

Also full range of plumbing and heating supplies.

34 Cullybackey Road, Ballymena. Telephone: (0266) 49715

Also at:
10 Abbey Trading Estate, Longwood Road, Newtownabbey.
Telephone: (0232) 852212

Ballybrakes Industrial Estate, Ballybrakes Road, Ballymoney.
Telephone: (02656) 65094

12/18 Orritor Street, Cookstown,
Telephone: (06487) 62199
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This was achleved with a 2-0 defeat of Rosario at Dixon Park.

Brian Rock’s side went into the lead 15 minutaes before half time when Lowry slotted home the
opaner. The second half had barely begun whon Hamill drove imto the box for Lowry 1o finish In
typical fashion.

The Final team was: A. MoCartney, Brown, Rock, Hill, Hazlett, J. Kermohan, Burrall, McFall, Hamll'.
Hyndman, Lowry, Mullan, Kermnohan and Henry.

Dawy Lowry won the leading goalscorer trophy for the first dme, adding his name to the likes of
Hunter, Enwin, O'Kane, Boyle and Cushanan,

RIGHT UP TO DATE

1993-94

Wakehurst's form In the Amateur League was, again, very inconsistent and they struggled to p
any Kirvd of run together.

Howaever, Michasl McCartney's team had already won the Cochrana Corry Cup twice and thay ha
avary reason to belleve they would retain the coveted trophy for the third vear running.

Drawn at home in the first round to Newtownbreda Baptist. they had a comfortable 6-1 victory with
aoals from Davy Lowry, Adrian Hill, Charlie McQuillan, Kenny Meilky, Jimmy Young and Jimmy Kemohan.
This garned them a home draw agalnst Castie United who they defeated 3-0 with Lowry again
among the goals.

The third round game was a tougher proposition away to Holywood Rec. — but a Davy Lowry hat-
trick saner "Hurst crulse through,

The draw was kind and in the quarter final Wakehurst esasily disposed of Wesley (9-13 to clinch 53;
=ami spot agalnst old rivals, Rosario. '

Abysmal weather conditions caused two postponements before the game was evertually played a-t i
the Junior Stadium on March 16, 1994,
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1297-02 Coclirane f-‘am.r ':"P Winmars, Back row: [ Hurter, J. _rnrmn. . Muflan, N. Brown, A. MoCartney, H. Rock, R. Ritchia, &, i,
W dcClman, D, Rock. Frant row: D, Dougfas, M. Hermohan, K Henry, 1. Kernohan, M. McCartney, D, Lowry T, Hamifi.




160289 Cochrane Corry Cup Winners., Back row: M. Browr, J. Bugrell, H. Rock, &, MoCartney AL Hl, B Hazlett C 8Mullan Froot row;

T McFall, T. Hamil, /. Kesnohan, M. Hyndrmar, 0. Lowine B MHenry

Alex Russell

Car Sales

New and Used Car Dealer
3 Crosshill View, Kells, Co. Antrim.

TELEPHONE

Garage: (0266) 898162

Home/Fax (0266) 898070
Mobile (0860) 302450

Tha game was played in great spirit with
Wakehurst coming from 2-0 and 3-1 down to
force the match it eaxtra time, the vital goals
wiarae scored by Willie MoClean, Charlie McoQuillam
and Les Crawford . . .

Mo further goals wera added in the extra period
and a panalty shoot-out was reguired to break
the deadlock. After five penaltes from each sice,
the score stood at 4-3 to Wakehurst and the
celabrations were poised to begin when a
controversial declsion stopped everyona in the
ground in their tracks.

In his wisdom, tha refares dacidaed that the kick
taken by Wakehurst player-manager, Michael
Mol artney, was not, after all, a goal. Forced to
carmy on, the team were beaten in “suddan
death”.

Following an appeal to the Amateur League,
Wakehurst were placed in the final but this was
raversed by the IFA following a protest by
Rosario . . . a sad and controverslal end to
Wakehurst's reign as Cochrane Corry Cup
SUpremos.

I thie Irish Junior Cup, the team were drawm
away to holders Oxford Unted and were uniucioy
to lose 1-0. Oxford eventually made it all tha
weay to thea final.




In the Clarence Cup, after vickories over Wallington Rec. (3-1), Knockbreda (5-1. Queen’s Grads, (4.
13 and Dundonald (4-2), Wakehurst were drawn away to Premier League kingpins, Drumaness, whie

won <-0.

Given that Michael MoCartney was working with a smaller sguad of players than he would hawg
proaferred, he must be congratulated on the team's overall performance in a difficult season.

THE NORTHERN WHIG LTD.

mnﬁqmmi&;m Wakehurst F

on reaching their 25th Anniversary during which

time I&ry have achieved numerous successes.
Northern Whig Limited

107 Limestone Road, Beffast, BT133AH « 17, , W"f;fg" worldd ke to wish them continued
Telephone: (0232) 352233

Facsimile: (0232} 352781 :
sueccess in the future.

Twsarriy-five Yaar, T903-04 Team Dimner Dack row: /. Rrichie, H. Bock, A, Hill, G. Black, J. Burmall, | MoCully J, Yodaeg, W MoClearn,

Front row: O, Lowry, M. McCartmey (Manager), A MoCartmay J. Kernohan, T. Haemlll,




| ALL OUR YESTERDAYS
I

New Years Day Twenty-five Year Fixture. Left to right: Mew Years Day Meanty-tve Year Focture. Davy Uavidson and
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DILLINGERS

Enjoy a good night out in our
American Theme restaurant.

MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

2 for 1

ALSO SPECIAL GOURMET EVENINGS
For a party to remember book now

DILLINGERS
Wakehurst Road, Ballymena. Telephone: 44144




SEVEN TOWERS TRAINING
SERVICES LIMITED

2-4 RAILWAY STREET, BALLYMENA, Co. ANTRIM BT42 2AB.
Telephone: (0266) 44003 Fax: {0266) 651571

Sernving the Commuanmity

YOUTH AND ADULT TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
UNDER JOBSKILLS

Undecided about your future? Interested in Quality Training? — Let us help you

Jobskills at Seven Towers offers Quality Workplace Training combined with
Mational Vocational Qualifications (NVQ's) in a wide range of occupations

BONUS ON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATIONS
NV Level 1 - £200 - NVQO Level 2 - £450 - NVQ Level 3 - £450

If interested contact Kim, Rosemary,
Gillian or Raymond on (0266) 44003

We are an Equal Opportunities Employer and Recognised Training Organisation

GREETINGS FROM THE
BALLYMENA UNITED
SOCIAL CLUB

Mention the name Wakehurst to anvbody
in Irish Football circles and they will instantly
know who you are talking about.

FREWS
NEWS

Newsagents
and
General Store

Since they were formed 25 years ago they
have won every honour in the Ballymena
Junior League and, have enjoyed
considerable success since they broadened
their horlzons and joined the Amateur
League eight years ago.

We in Ballymena United Social Club hawve
ahways beeninterested in local junior football
and we hawve pleasure In congratulating
Wakehurst on their achievements and wish
them all the best for the next guarter
cartury.

QUEEN STREET
BALLYMENA
TELEPHONE: 41386

We are sure they will go from strength to
strength.

WILSOMN MARK
Chairman Ballymena United Social Club




IN STYLE

Ladies and WOODLAND KIICHENS
Childrens Wear Woodiand Kitchans

Wakehurst Road
Ballymena

COME AND VIEW Sk
G UR NEW STGCH Marthern Ireland

5 2 £ Kitchens & Bedrooms
You won't be disappointed Telephone: (0266) 45833

: Fax: (0266) 653722
at our prices.

Contract Furniture
Tetephr:um_-: (02665) 71044
Fax: (D2665) 71040

HORSE
AND JOCKEY

Take a break from the shopping and
enjoy a drink in:

The Horse 'n’ Jockey

Lunches Served Daily

Bryan Street, Ballymena.
Telephone: 652661




ODE TO WAKEHURST

I'va a story to tol, 50 come isten to me,
I concerns a great soccer club, Wakehurst FC,
in the Tourist Bar, Bridge Streat (the foca! FAL)
Mecllroy's Babes were founded, i all started that day
Mow tha pressure it mounted and "Waughy ™ departed,
Franrmy Smyth took his place, that's when big trauble started
He did some funny things and rediced them to tears
By getting them suspended . . . for three bloody yvears!
Bt the club made amends and n stature they grew,
Then the Ladysmith Bar became their HQ,
They signed some great players and some weirdas too,
And their names, my desr friernds, el now tell Lo you.
There was John "Lasy™ Lormer, Tooth Steale and "Wes Wub”®
Not forgetting Rab Ritchie, the great "Supergubh®
Kevin Carbery {Dalgiish) who played in all weathers
Ard “yor man® Chick O'Hane who neffied some feathers,
*Big Tiny ™ Mclicker, “Turk® Tamrington too,
“Mad Dog® Moore, “Beast™ Montgomery . . . it sounds ke a zoo!!
*Bossman™ Thompson, “Billy Whize®, "Rio™ Moore, Birdie Craig, fohn Barratt
(schoal teacher) now there's & real gag!
*Bitcher Baimer®, "El Greggao®, Joe McCall and John White,
Big Shepherd, “lceman”® Lowry and Sutciffe | ., dear God, what 8 sight!
“Hookde® Cralg, “Chunky ™ Erwin, now there was a Swee
And poor hvan Alexander . . . the short sighted "keepar!
Now Anthony McCartney (and we're not digoging dirt)
Wore number 715 on his goalkeeping shwrt
They said “Tank® McClean would come a real cropper
Bt the fact of the matter Is, he became a real copper!
Joe Boyle and lan Hunter still argue it seems
As to which of them scored mast goals for the team!
Andd the best competition, I'm doid that by far
Iz between Raibway Tavern and Ladysmith Barl!
Nt forgetting Big Best and wee Bestie too,
(Match of the Day? More ke ghee us o Ciue!)
Arnd owr star Brian Rock , . . he cowid score at a2 pinch
Own goals, | mean . ., st ask Ballynahdnch.
But alas my dear friends, my ode it has ended
Please don™ take offence a5 nane was intended
With my hard on my heart, I'm as thrilled Bs can be
For the staff — amd the players — of Wakehurst FC
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THE OLYMPIC IDEAL . ..

L R L e L i ohs Lk a
A BLEND OF YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE . ..

10A5-86 Wakehurst Ofympic 2nd Dhison Champlons. Back row: B Craig, J. Jordam, A, Balmer, A. Greene, &, Foster, R, Tormngton,
J. MeCad J, Fider, W. Galbraith, |. Hunter, B. Thompson. Fromt fow! 5. Movicar, 1. Lorkmer, K. MoConkey, C. Stewart, T. Hamill,

' 5. MoCrovy, P Byers, P fordan, J. Montgomery Ryan Thomgson,

EUROWN

Prop. William Smyth

STOCK

FARLS Wallpaper

Paints

CASH &
CARRY

17 Railway Street Place
Ballymena

Telephone: 652604

Oil Distributor

Railway Yard
Railway Street
Ballymena

Telephone
Office (0266) 45353
Home (0266) 49152




1990-91 A grey day for Wakehurst — Besten Finalists frish funior Cup Back row:
4. McCail, J. Burrall, Jurior Maginl, Terry Hamf, K. Rock, ©. Marks, W MeCiean,
4. Brovaqn, J. Elder, . Douglas, Frant ree: B dordan, ©. Mullan, 1. Karmohan,

H. Herrodrart, &8 Brown, K. Hanne J, dordas, 5, MeVicar

ING STR
WINNING STREAK

For Tudoor Fun
PRACTICE SESSIONS
GRAND PRIX
RACE MEET

GROUP BOOKINGS

i

-

Urnrk K2, Wakehurst Industrial Estate, Wakelurat Road,
Ballymena, BT42 3IAZ. Telephone: (0266) 42326

NEAR THE SPORTSEO WL

A WORD FRCM THE
SHOWGROUNDS

Ower the last 25 yvears the name of Wakehurst
has become synonymous with success in the
local football scane.

Tha evidence of their superiority Is apparent in
a bulging trophy cabinet which any team,
including Ballymena Ud., would be proud of.

ndead many still remember an August night a
fow years ago when Wakehurst, under the
managameant of John (Smudgear? Srmith, arguably
ang of the most talemted playvers ever to don a
Ballymena shirt, beat the Light Blues 1-0 at tha
Showgrounds in a pre-season friendly,

A5 weall as “Smudger™ many Wakehurst plavers
havae performed with distinction for Balbymena
LHd,. and, hopefully, this trand will comtinue.

As they celebrate their Sikver Jubilea we at
Linited would like to congratulate them on their
many triumphs and wish them all the best for
thea fubure.

M. McBEURMNEY
Chairman



WAKEHURST FOOTBALL CLUB

Player of the Year

BILL PURSER MEMORIAL CUP

1974-7T5 R. Torrington 1984-85 E. Cunningham
1975-T6 P. Jordan 1985-8B6 P O'Neill
1976-77 M. Wylie 1986-87 W. McClean
1977-78 M. Wylie 1987-88 H. Rock
1978-T9 J. McColl 1988-89 H. Kernohan
1979-80 A. Cummings 1989-90 J. Brown
1980-81 J. McColl 1950-91 N. Brown
1981-82 R. Torrington 1991-92 K. Henry
1982-83 J. Kernochan 1992-93 A. McCartney
1983-84 R. Galbraith 1993-94

WAKEHURST FOOTBALL CLUB

Leading Goalscorer

1969-70
1970-7T1
1971-7T2
1972-T3
1973-74
1974-75
1975-T6
1976-T7
1977-7T8
1978-T9
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82

I. Hunter
. Hunter
M. Craig
G. Erwin
M. Craig
G. Erwin
J. Weir
J. Weir

R. Harris

D. O'Kans

B. Erwin
J. Boyle
G, Erwin

1982-82
1983-84
1984-85
1985-B6
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91

1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

J. Boyle

J. Bovyle

S. Calderwood
J. Bovyle

. Cushenan
E. Corry

l. Cushenan

l. Cushenan
C. Mullan

W. McClean

D. Lowry
D. Lowry




WAKEHURST OLYMPIC
FOOTBALL CLUB

Playver of the Year

CRAIG CUP
1976-7T7 L. O'Boyle 1984-85 B. Kennedy
1977-78 J. Barrett 1985-86 P Jordan
1978-79 M. Craig 1986-87
1979-80 R. Galbraith 1987-88 J. Elder
1980-81 J. Black 1988-89 J. Loughlin
1981-82 D. Mullan 1989-90 J. McColl
1982-83 J. Hunter 1990-91 J. McColl

1983-84 J. Loughlin

WAKEHURST OLYMPIC

FOOTBALL CLUB
Leading Goalscorer

JIM BEST CUP

1979-80 A. Bamber/A. Green 1986-87 C. Stewart
1980-81 A. Bamber 1987-88 K. McConkey
1981-82 D. Davidson 1988-89 J. Elder
1982-83 J. Lorimer 1989-90 K. McConkey
1983-84 J. Black 1990-91 E. Corry
1984-B5 P. Thompson 1991-92 I. Cushenan

1985-86 J. Lorimmer/W. McClean




WAKEHURST FOOTBALL CLUB

Young Player of the Year

PRESIDENTS CUP

1978-79 A. Steele
1979-B0 D. Moore
1980-81 J. Kernohan
1981-82 M. Smith
1982-83 W. McClean
1983-84 H. Kernohan
1984-85 H. Kernohan
1885-B6 I. Cushenan
1986-87 A. Balmer
1987-88 R. Craig
1988-89 J. Jordan
1989-90 J. Jordan
1990-91 D. Livingstone
1991-92 T. Hamill
1992-93 M. Hyndman
1993-94
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