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A warm welcome to Ards FC and their supporters for this Carnegie League Cup 
match.  Manager Neil Candlish lines up against close friend and former Larne and  
Glenavon colleague Tommy Kincaid tonight and will no doubt be keen to “get one over” 
on his former “mentor”.  You can read Neil’s pre-match comments on page 6. 
 
Thanks for your support in buying this programme, enjoy the game. 

A candid interview with Wakehurst Legend John “Dessie” Weir…..… 16-17 

Player Snippets ……………………………………………………...…….... 15 

Welcome Ards FC, Ones to watch, Previous meeting …………….……9-13 

What the papers say about tonights game and the weekend ….…..……6-7 

A look at the first couple of games and the Carnegie tables ….…...…...4-5 

So you think you know your stuff? ……………………………………… 18-19 

Caught on camera, all clean and above board!  ………………….….  20-21 
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Wakehurst’s pre-season may not have been impressive as far 
as results go, but Manager Neil Candlish was never in any 
doubt that the team was moving in the right direction.  The 
friendly at Ballymena seemed to gel the team, who didn’t look 
out of place against their more illustrious neighbours, going in 
one nil up in the first half thanks to a wonder strike by the ever 
improving Stephen McIlroy.   
 
The first competitive match saw Wakehurst defeat Lurgan Celtic 
away from home, and had the opposition manager, Pat McGib-
bon, praising Wakehurst and how well they played.  Wakehurst 
found themselves one nil down in the first half but a great move 
and cross involving Ricky Mellon saw the Lurgan Celtic de-
fender put the ball into his own net to make it 1-1.  Wakehurst 
stepped up the pace and the pressure paid off when Connor 
Warren found himself in the opposing teams six yard box. With 
his back to goal and the ball at his feet he calmly back heeled it 
into the net to make it 2-1.  In the second half Wakehurst kept 
up the pace and a move involving Scott Drummond, Ryan Ly-
ness and Paul Boreland ended with Drummond scoring the 
third.  A 30 yard Dwyer Hill  strike made it a bit more interesting 
near the end but the visiting side held on to go top of the table.   
 
On Saturday, Wakehurst who were missing several players lost 
to Banbridge Town who scored two late goals.  Wakehurst were 
left rueing a couple of early chances which fell to defender Roy 
Colville, who is renowned more for his tough tackling and steely 
determination rather than his prowess in the box  Hopefully Neil 
will have a full squad to choose from tonight and will look to get 
Wakehurst back on track in Group A. 
 
Wakehurst met Ards this time last year and lost 4-1 at Clande-
boye with Scott Drummond getting the consolation.  The team 
did well taking into account that they had no manager at that 
time.  Neale Kirk and Willie Allen kept the club ticking over until 
Ian Gregg was coaxed back in whilst a suitable replacement 
was found. Last years match report is on page 12. 
 
Manager Neil Candlish will no doubt be happy to see the return 
of Stephen Mellon, who has been out with injury since the start 
of the season, he will hopefully provide the ammunition for the 
strikers, one of whom, Mark McKay has impressed since follow-
ing Candlish from Ballymena Under 18’s last season.   

Stephen McIlroy 

Connor Warren 

Stephen Mellon 

Roy Colville 
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Tables 
 
Group A  PL P 
Ards   2 6 
Banbridge  2 4 
Wakehurst  2 3 
Oxford Utd  1 1 
Queens  1 0 
Lurgan Celtic 2 0 
 
 
Group B  PL P 
Coagh Utd  2 6 
Loughall  2 4 
Dergview  2 4 
Tobermore Utd 2 3 
Annagh Utd  2 0 
Moyola Park  2 0 
 
  
Group C  PL P 
Carrick Rgrs  2 6 
Dundela  2 6 
Ballyclare Com 2 3 
Glebe Rgs  2 3 
PSNI   2 0 
Ballymoney Utd 2 0 
 
 
Group D  PL P 
Bangor  2 6 
Portstewart  1 3 
Brantwood  2 3 
Ballinamallard 2 3 
Chimney Corner 2 0 
HW Welders  1 0 

Group A Results 
 
Saturday 11th August 
 
Banbride Town 3 (Grant, Quinn, O’Hare) 
Oxford Utd Stars 3 (Whoriskey, McKeever, Quigley) 
 
Lurgan Celtic 2 (McEvoy, Hill) 
Wakehurst 3 (Murphy og, Warren, Drummond) 
 
Queens University 1 (Kennedy) 
Ards 2 (Wilson, McKee) 
 
Saturday 18th August 
 
Ards 3 (Stirling 2, Billing) 
Lurgan Celtic 1 (Hill 2) 
 
Wakehurst 0 
Banbridge Town 2 (Maguire, McGeown) 
 
 

Group A Fixtures 
 
Thursday 23rd August 
 
Wakehurst v Ards 
 
 
Saturday 25th August 
 
Lurgan Celtic v Oxford Utd Stars 
 
Queens University v Banbridge Town 
 

Taken from www.irishpremierleague.com 
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WAKEHURST manager Neil Candlish will wel-
come back three key players for an important 
week of action in two cup competitions. 

 

The Hurst boss will have defender Peter Steven-
son, midfielder Ricky Mellon and striker Scott 
Drummond back in contention for the Show-
grounds side's third Carnegie Cup group match 
at home to Ards this Thursday night (6.45pm) 
and then an intriguing Steel and Sons Cup tie 
against Ballymena and Provincial Intermediate 
League neighbours Clough Rangers Athletic on 
Saturday, again at the Warden Street venue. 

"I'm really looking forward to this week," Candlish told Times Sport. 
 
"It'll be good to pit my wits against Tommy Kincaid when we play Ards because he is 
a close friend of mine who really set me on the road to coaching and management – 
it'll be interesting to see if the student can put 
one over on the master! 
 
"Then on Saturday it's a local 'derby' in the Steel 
and Sons. Clough actually beat us 1-0 in pre-
season and while the result didn't matter then, 
that's clearly not the case this time because we 
want to try to have a run in the Steel and Sons. 
 
"I'll be glad to have those three players back be-
cause we were really down to the bare bones on 
Saturday, when we lost 2-0 at Banbridge. 
 
"I was only able to name one sub – Ryan Gregg 
– and he's only just back in training after injury. It 
was the same with Stevie Mellon who made his 
first appearance of the season after only going 
back to training last week. 
 

"It's that time of the season when you can still 
have players unavailable through holidays and 
work commitments. I have to say a special word 
about Connor Warren who has been working 
long shifts during the week and who only finished  

Mark McKay in full flight 
against Banbridge on  
Saturday. 

Les Crawford of Ballymena 
Mortgage Centre presents a 
sponsorship cheque to 
Tommy Kerr for Wakehurst’s 
league game against Ban-
bridge  
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work at 9.30 on Saturday morning, had a couple of 
hours' sleep, played well for us and then headed 
off to work again. 

 

"Once again on Saturday I was really pleased with 
how we played because Banbridge finished third in 
the first division last season and we gave them a 
real game – they didn't score until five minutes 
from the end and then got their second when we 
were chasing the game. 

 

"We should actually have been two goals ahead 
inside the opening 10 minutes when Roy Colville 
missed a couple of headers but again, it was 
moves we had worked on in training which is 
pleasing. 

 

On the half hour, A few minutes later, Wakehurst should have opened the scoring 
when Kenny Neilly pounced on a poor back pass and having beaten the goalkeeper 
just couldn't find the net.  
 
On 68 minutes, the main talking point of the match occurred. Banbridge appeared to 
open the scoring, following the award of an indirect free kick in the penalty box, after 
the referee adjudged Keith Wilson had handled a back pass from defender Connor 
Warren. The referee initially gave the goal but then changed his mind and gave a by-
ball. 
 
Banbridge were having most of the play and on 86 minutes, they got the break-
through when Evans beat his marker, cut inside and with an inch perfect cross found 
the head of John Joe Maguire who made no mistake to make it 1-0. 
 
Unfortunately for Wakehurst, in pushing for an equaliser, they left themselves vulner-
able at the back and with a minute of the game remaining, Aaron Baker squared the 
ball to Shane McGeown who made it 2-0 and sealed the home side's fate. 
 
Wakehurst:  Keith Wilson, Roy Colville, Dougie Stevenson, Mark Crawford, Conor 
Warren, Stephen Mellon, Ryan Lyness, Paul Borelan, Stephen McIlroy, Mark Mckay, 
Kenny Neilly. Sub: Ryan Gregg. 

 

Taken from www.ballymenatimes.com 

 

Thanks to Stephen Alexander at the Times as always. 

Connor Warren who scored 
against Lurgan Celtic. 
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Rainey & Gregg is a locally owned practice, established in 
1992, providing a proficient property sales service 
 

Our premises are situated at 89 Broughshane Street, a busy 
commercial street on the edge of Ballymena town centre, a few 
minutes walk from the town’s two main shopping precincts - 
Tower Centre & Fairhill Centre  
 

Services offered are : 

· Free valuation of your property (appointments available outside 
normal office hours) 

· A highly competitive fee structure which includes unlimited local 
advertising, boards & brochures 

· A fully qualified and enthusiastic team providing a quality ser-
vice with regular contact, keeping the client fully informed 
throughout the sale proceedings 

· Free listing on Internet both in our property section & the na-
tional propertynews.com portal 

· Mailing list and client bank of potential purchasers 

· Opportunity for province-wide advertising in property magazines and newspaper property supple-
ments 

· Flexible opening hours www.raineygregg.com 

Tullyglass House Hotel 

Galgorm Road 

Ballymena 

Co Antrim 

BT42 1HJ 

Tel: +0044 (0) 2825 652639 

Fax: +0044 (0) 2825 646938 

����������	
������
�������
��
����������������������
�
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Wakehurst would like to welcome the players, staff and support-
ers of Ards FC to the showgrounds tonight.  This is the second 
year running that Wakehurst and Ards have been drawn together 
in the Carnegie League Cup.  Ards ran out 4-1 winners last time 
round at Clandeboye with Scott Drummond getting a consolation 
goal.  The scorers for Ards that day were Ryan Tumelty, Aaron 
McKee and Craig McCracken.  The only one left being McKee 
who is now club captain.  Former Ards goalkeeper Neale Kirk, 

who has been goalkeeping coach at Wakehurst for several seasons was in the sticks 
that day due to injury to AJ Mitchel and Keith Wilsons departure to Larne. 
 
Ards were formed in 1902 and played their first senior game in 1923.  Their greatest 
triumph, which is being commemorated with a new 50 year anniversary crest, was the 
clubs one and only league title.  Along with their four trophy haul in 1974 this stands 
out as the greatest moment in the clubs history.  Ards were faced with massive debts 
in 1988 and were forced to sell their ground.  Because of this they play their home 
matches at Bangor.   
 
Ards were relegated to the First Division two years ago but hope to make a return to 
the top flight under the stewardship of Tommy Kincaid.  The ex-player who dazzled 
with his skills on the flank has built up a strong side, bringing in Andy McDonald and 
Darren Nixon.  Kincaid has been in management long enough and knows what is re-
quired to get out of the First division, a feat he accomplished at Larne a few seasons 
back.  Spells at East Belfast, Glenavon and Glentoran as well as Distillery means that 
Kincaid is one of the most experienced managers in the division and will surely make 
Ards real contenders to rejoin the top flight next year. 
 
Having beaten Lurgan Celtic last week Ards leapfrogged Wake-
hurst into top spot due to the 2-0 defeat at home to Banbridge 
on Saturday.  Darren Stirling grabbed a brace and Ricky Billing 
(pictured right) sealed it with a thumping header.  The previous 
week saw James Wilson and Aaron McKee score late on to seal 
all three points against a determined Queens side. A win for 
Ards tonight will end the group as a contest but the group will be 
wide open should Wakehurst cause an upset tonight.  Wake-
hurst manager Neil Candlish, who has played at the highest 
level and who won a championship medal at Portadown, still 
rates his promotion at Larne under Tommy as one of his great-
est achievements.  Candlish joined Kincaid at Glenavon but due 
to a recurring knee injury could no longer compete at that level.  Two managers who 
know each other so well, will no doubt want to get one over on each other and will set-
tle for nothing less than a win from their sides.  Hopefully it will add up to an exciting 
match. 
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Andy McDonald 
 
Position : Goalkeeper 
Age    :  30 
Previous Clubs : Larne, Balyclare Comrades, Distillery, 
Glenavon, East Belfast 
 
Andy is arguably the best keeper in the First Division.  He 
has played under Tommy Kincaid now for several years 
and at several clubs.  Tommy brought Andy to Larne and 
together they won promotion to the top flight.  Since then, 
Andy has played at Glenavon, East Belfast and now Ards 
with Kincaid.  A character on and off the pitch Andy is the 
life and soul of any club lucky enough to acquire his ser-
vices.  Anyone who can do a one handed press-up whilst 
smoking a cigar is definitely  one to watch! ;-) 
 
Darren Nixon 
 
Position : Right-Back 
Age    :  25 
Previous Clubs : Glentoran, Carrick Rangers, Dundela 
 
Darren spent three seasons with Ards between 1999 and 
2003, making over 100 appearances. He won a First Divi-
sion championship medal in 2001 and is the nephew of 
Ards seventies legend Billy Nixon. Darren rejoined Ards 
from Dundela and is another quality signing for Tommy.  
Darren can play at right back or centre half and is very 
adept at coming out of the defence with the ball and caus-
ing teams problems further up the pitch. Likes a tackle too. 
 
 
Justin McBride 
 
Position : Forward 
Age    :  35 
Previous Clubs : Carrick Rangers, Glentoran, Linfield,  
Ballymena United 
 
A player who has been there and done it at the highest 
level in the Irish League.  Justin McBride may be pushing 
on in years but there is no doubting the quality the diminu-
tive striker possesses.  He has taken the assistant manag-
ers role at Ards now but is very much still capable of pro-
ducing a display on the field as well as passing on his 
wealth of experience to the younger players off it.  On his 
day would no doubt cause problems for any team in the 
league. 
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Johnny Shaw 
 
Position : Right Back/Centre Midfield 
Age    :  28 
Previous Clubs : Linfield, Crusaders, PSNI 
 
One of the emerging youngsters at Linfield in the late nin-
ties Johnny Shaw could probably be called a veteran, even 
though he is only 28.  Johnny moved onto Crusaders and 
had several good seasons at Seaview.  Johnny already has 
a goal against Wakehurst, in the County Antrim Shield back 
in 2000 when Linfield won 8-0.  Good on the ball will proba-
bly spend more time in the opposing half than in his own, 
though hopefully will be required to show his defending 
capabilities tonight. 
 
 
Aaron McKee 
 
Position : Centre-Midfield 
Age    :  24 
Previous Clubs : Bangor, Linfield, Crusaders, Stirling Lions 
 
Coupled with a spell in Australia recently, Aaron McKee 
boasts an impressive CV having played for Linfield and 
Crusaders.  A native of Newtownards, McKee is the lynch-
pin of the midfield and has quite a bit of flair and as such 
was awarded three best player awards last season.  The 
club captain, he has represented Northern Ireland at under 
18 level. 
 
 
Tommy Kincaid 
Position : Manager 
Age    :  Confidential 
Previous Clubs as Manager : Larne, Distillery, Glenavon, 
Glentoran, East-Belfast 
 
There is little chance of Tommy Kincaid taking to the field 
tonight, although in training he can still play a bit and will no 
doubt confirm that he indeed made Stephen Baxter with his 
pinpoint crosses.  Tommy has over ten years experience in 
management and one of his many successes includes pro-
motion at Larne.  Larne were beaten 8-2 in their final game 
of the season before Tommy took over but managed to 
rebuild the club and in two seasons were promoted.  To-
night he lines up against a manager who he signed for 
Larne and Glenavon but will no doubt, like Neil Candlish, 
put friendship on the back burner for 90 minutes. 
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This win over Wakehurst at Clandeboye today was a m assive confidence 
booster for Ards, who fielded a makeshift side due to a serious injury crisis.  

In the end the scoreline made the encounter appear very one-sided, but it must be 
noted that Wakehurst had their share of chances, while Ards looked very weak at the 
back on occasions. 

Neither Brendan Ward or Johnny Shaw passed fitness tests to play and with Jay 
Magee serving his suspension that meant a untried defence of Rees, Smith, Roy and 
Rutherford. The return of Craig McCracken meant Ryan Tumelty dropped back into 
midfield at the expense of Ian McGrath, while Jeff McNamara was employed in a hold-
ing role just in front of the defence. 

The fine Bangor weather attracted a healthy crowd for the first 
Ards home game of the season and whatever number of travelling 
supporters were in attendance they would have seen their side 
have the first chance. A misplaced pass by Robert Smith on ten 
minutes inadvertently laid the ball into the path of Irvin who was 
smartly denied when Ian Mannus raced out to the edge of his area 
to block. 

A minute later and Ards grabbed the lead with the first of several 
good strikes. A nice take down and some neat footwork by Craig 
McCracken culminated in a short lay-off for Ryan Tumelty and he 

volleyed in from five yards. Five minutes after that and Aaron McKee saw his low shot 
from 20 yards skip past an upright. 

Wakehurst were causing problems for Ards, who all too often had trouble dealing with 
things at the back. Nothing the visitors were creating came too close to a goal how-
ever, and it was still Ards who were making the better chances. A 39th minute header 
from McKee seemed to be locked on target only for the attempted flick on by Tumelty 
to instead send the ball over the bar. And then a couple of minutes to the break Justin 
McBride fired a shot just wide after a loose ball had spun away from McCracken. 

A last minute shot from Mulholland had just sailed over the Ards crossbar and Wake-

Ryan Tumelty 



 

13 

hurst did put their mark on the game just five minutes after the restart. Some slack 
marking by Ards made light work for Wakehurst and when the ball was nodded on in-
side the six yard box there was Scott Drummond to head in an equaliser. 

The goal might have been a sucker punch for the Ards side but 
instead they stepped their game up and produced a series of 
great chances over the next half hour. A free kick from captain 
McKee on 54 minutes set up Ryan Newbury to clip a shot off the 
bar and then after Wakehurst had missed a great one-on-one 
chance Ards re-took the lead just before the hour mark. A cross 
into the area found the head of Smith and his knock-down was 
	�
����� ����� ��� ���� �������� �������� ���� ��	� 	������ ���
�����
��  

Ards then struck the bar twice in two minutes; the first incident 
seeing McCracken skillfully turn a couple of Wakehurst defenders before thumping his 
strike off the face of the visitors' goal, and then a 66th minute header from Tumelty 
ended with the same outcome. 

Ards stretched their lead and put to bed any hopes of a Wakehurst recovery with two 
more goals in six minutes starting with a powerful 20 yard strike from McKee on 69 
minutes after some interchange play between McBride and McCracken. The best goal 
of the match was to follow though when McCracken confounded everyone's expecta-
tions after going a yard in the clear on the edge of the Wakhurst area by delightfully 
chipping over the head of a stranded Neale Kirk. What a way to re-open your Ards ac-
count. 

The goalkeeper redeemed himself well on 86 minutes however when an instinctive leg-
block denied Tumelty a hat-trick following the teenager's mazy run through the area. 

Match Sponsor  Abbey Tiles, Frances Street, Newtownards 

Scorers  Ryan Tumelty 11, 58, Aaron McKee 69, Craig McCracken 75 

Ards Team  1 Ian Mannus (GK), 4 Robert Smith, 6 Jeff McNamara, 7 Craig 
McCracken, 8 Aaron McKee (capt), 9 Justin McBride, 10 Ryan Tumelty, 11 Ryan New-
bury, 14 Kirk Rutherford, 18 Johnny Roy, 22 Alun Rees 

Substitutes  15 Ian McGrath (for Newbury 53), 16 Alan Neill (for McBride 69), 19 Gary 
Sharratt 

Referee Dave McCartney 

Taken from ardsfc.co.uk archives  

Craig McCracken 
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Neil Candlish has been running his eye over players this summer in 
a bid to fill the void left by several first team regulars this season.  
Exciting young talent Connor Mullholland has moved on to Bally-
clare Comrades whilst last seasons top scorer, Kenny Paul along 
with midfielder Paul Boreland, are both heading to the mainland, 
Kenny to teach and Paul to University.  Goalkeeper AJ Mitchell has 
not returned since last season and striker Kieron McGaughey has 
had to retire due to injury. 
   
All is not doom and gloom however as Wakehurst welcomed back 
goalkeeper Keith Wilson, who had the previous season left to play 
for Larne in the top flight.  First team chances were few and far be-
tween for Keith, now residing in Larne, so was keen to move back to 
Wakehurst for first team football. 
 
Connor Warren, who recently qualified as a doctor missed most of 
last season through injury and/or study and has been impressive at 
the heart of the defence since his return.  Along with Mark Crawford 
and Dougie Stevenson Connor has looked solid and even chipped 
in with a goal against Lurgan Celtic last week. 
 
Ryan Lyness re-joined Wakehurst after a stint at Donegal Celtic last 
season.  Ryan’s tenacity in the middle of the park was missed last 
year and has got off to a flyer with a couple of yellows already this 
season.  Again, a lack of first team chances left Ryan with no option 
but to move on from Celtic, who after their promotion to the top flight 
signed half the country.   
 
Davie Paul is one of the managers new summer signings.  Davie, a 
brother of the departing Kenny, has played for the Northern Ireland 
Junior side as well as Coagh United, Ballymena and Ballymoney 
and was an integral part of Raceview’s great season.  His pace and 
skill will no doubt be a great asset  this season though the news that 
Davie has broken a bone in his foot (two weeks ago) will come as 
blow, especially as he was declaring himself fit on Tuesday night! 
 
Having managed at Ballymena under 18’s last season Neil Candish 
has brought with him two young players who are very capable of 
playing at this level, Colin Corry and Mark McKay.  Mark has al-
ready made an impact having led the line against Lurgan Celtic last 
week.  Corry, along with youngster Neil McFadden will hope to sort 
out work commitments for the start of the league campaign. 
 
With several players still injured the manager hopes to have every-
one fit for the start of the league campaign, which is when the sea-
son really starts.  It is good to get a run in the cup of course but 
Candlish knows the league is his bread and butter and will be using 
the cup matches to fine tune his side for the start of the league in 
September. 

Davie Paul 

Connor Warren 

Ryan Lyness 

Keith Wilson 
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Other than Wakehurst, who have you played for? 
Portglenone, Broadway Star, Waveny Swifts, Galgorm 
Blues Old Bleach, Connor, Nelsons, Tobermore, 
Moyola Park, Cookstown Utd, Maghera Reds to name 
but a few!(editor:”Johnny wanted everyone to know he 
scored on his debut for all of the above!”) 
How many games did you play for wakehurst? 
Roughly a hundred 
How many goals did you score for wakehurst? 
70, most of them with headers! (editor : “Aye right”) 
Who is the best player you have played with? 
Played with so many good players at different levels but 
would highlight Tommy Smyth, David Kenny, Ray Star-
rett, Kenny Shiels and Scotty Drummond (editor : 
“Drummond denies being old enough to have played 
with Johnny but Weir didn’t retire until 52 so he may 
have”) who all played for Ballymena Utd at some stage 
as well as other Irish League Senior and ‘B’ Division 
clubs. 
Who is the best player you have ever played 
against? 
Marty Quinn(Cliftonville), Alan Frazer (Linfield), Sammy 
Lunn (Portadown), Ray Collins (Moyola Park). 
What was your typical pre-match meal? 
Toast and Beans and sometimes a 99, Friday night was a fish supper and a few pints, 
only joking about the pints, I was a model ……let me finish .… professional. 
What did you do on a Saturday night if you won? 
Got blocked 
What did you do on a Saturday night if you lost? 
Got blocked (editor : “That was Saturday nights sorted I suppose”) 
Who was your favourite player in 1977? 
Being a Man U supported from birth (editor : “Is this possible?”) I would have liked to 
have selected a player from the Red Devils but between the glory days of the 60’s and 
90’s were a few “not so good seasons”. I admired Stuart Pearson so I will say Kenny 
Dalglish (editor : “That must have hurt to say that mate”) 
 
 

Q&A With Johnny “Dessie” Weir 
Wakehurst 70’s legend and former coach Johnny Weir answers a few probing  
questions about football in the good old days, jump ers for goalposts and all that. 

A young Johnnie Weir at a 
5-aside competition with 
Ballylummin Blues 
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What is your claim to fame? 
Just being me! And being fortunate enough to 
meet and know so many fascinating people 
through football—Locally, Jackie Fullerton, 
Jackie Hughes, Jimbo Crossan, Ian Gregg 
(Greggo), Darren Parker, Willie McIlroy to 
name but a few.  On a wider scale, Harry 
Gregg, Alex Stepney, Billy Foulkes, Paddy 
Crerand, David Beckham, Norman Whiteside, 
Alex Higgins (editor : “Oh dear) to name but a 
few! (Johnnie pictured right with Paddy  
Crerrand, apparently  Crerrand is trying to tap 
a tenner aff the big man) 
 
Apart from yourself, who in your opinion was the be st Wakehurst player ever? 
During my spell with the club, I would have to say Pat Jordan and Noel Wylie were in-
spirational players in the year Wakehurst won the league for the first time but there 
have been so many good players.  Ian Hunter, Ian Gregg, Lee O’Boyle, Jock Moore, 
Roy Torrington, Norman Craig and the goal machine that was Joe Boyle all come into 
reckoning.  You’d need a raffle to sort that lot out! 
 
Of the current crop of Wakehurst starlets, who stan ds out for you? 
It would be unfair to single anyone out (editor : “ He singled out Scotty Drummond by 
the way, he did, yep) I helped Greggo over the past few years and have saw some 
great performances along the way, hopefully Neil will be able to get that wee bit more 
out of the lads and help them believe that they are good enough to get out of this divi-
sion. (editor : But he did mention Scotty Drummond by the way) 
Do you think footballers were generally “better” in  your day? 
Yes, there was more natural ability about (editor : “He said they was harder too, haha!) 
Do you know what a metatarsal is and have you ever broken one? 
It’s a bone in your foot and I have probably played on with one broken in the past 
What is your worst injury and how did it happen? 
Medial Ligament, left knee, out for 2 days, only joking four months. 
What is your prediction for the match tonight? 
If Wakehurst had a full side with no injuries I would fancy them for at least a draw 
(editor : “Jinx!!”) 
Funniest thing you have heard on the pitch? 
Whilst playing against Kyle Rangers (Belfast, now H&W sport) I was told by this centre 
half to back off otherwise he would put me through the cross wired fence and make 
chips out of me, at which point I started laughing which only seemed to anger him fur-
ther which maybe wasn’t a good idea. But we won 5-1 so he had his chips. 
Most enjoyable moments in football? 
Being able to pull those boots on and go out and express yourself is something I al-
ways looked forward to.  I did win manager of the year during the 1999/2000 season 
which I took great satisfaction from but the adrenalin didn’t pump like it does when you 
strike one on the laces and watch the net bulging! (editor :”I feel you big man”) 
(editor :”By the way, Johnny is on a free if anyone is interested, plenty of  experience! 
What is your real age anyway?????”) 
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1. Neil Candlish explains the finer points of Hill work during pre-season. “Get running!” 
2. Andy Erwin poses the question “Do my shoulders look big in this?” 
3. Andy Erwin, Stephen McIlroy, Pete Stevenson and Keith Wilson chill out, soap?  
4. Paul Boreland and Kenny Paul ponder a move to England 
5. Keith Wilson decides to dislocate his right knee to make an easier catch 
6. Connor Gregg and Andy Erwin get comfy at Ballymoney 
7. Willie Allen models the new tracksuit whilst AJ does “something” in the background 
8. Ian Gregg, JD Weir and Darren Parker enjoy the weather, Barcelona anyone? 
9. Scott Drummond prepares for Firing squad, luckily their shooting was like his own. 
10. JD Weir has the “I think I left the iron on” look on his face again, oh dear. 
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Half Time Quiz Answers 
(If anyone thinks any answers are wrong please send 
them on a postcard) 
 
1.  New York Cosmos 1975-1977  
2.  Four, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1995  
3.  Gerrard (54), Smicer (56), Alonso(60)  
4.  1986  
5.  226  
6.  Italy (1934 in Italy, Beat Czechoslovakia 2-1 AET)  
7.  Wimbledon beat Liverpool 1-0 (Lawrie Sanchez)  
8.  Miroslav Klose (Germany, 5 Goals)  
9.  Sheffield Wednesday  
10. Diego Simeone (Argentina)  
11. David Seaman, Arsenal  
12.  Ray Houghton  
13. Yugoslavia  
14. Sunderland (1981-83)  
15.  Andy Cole  
16. West Brom 14th September 1963 (1-0 to United) 
 
 
Goal Celebration Answers 
 
1.  Ivan Kaviedes (Spiderman mask) 
2.  Lomana Lua Lua (Somersaults, backflips) 
3. Peter Crouch (Robotic Dance) 
4. Marco Tardelli (Sheer joy against Germany in 82) 
5. Lee Sharpe (Elvis, uhuh) 
6. Craig Bellamy (FORE!) 
7. Stuart Pierce (exorcising the demons) 
8. Facundo Sava (silver away!) 
9. Gazza (The infamous dentists chair) 
10. José roberto ("Bebeto") Gama de oliveira (New Baby) 
11. Paul Merson (oops! ...If I could turn back time) 
12. Ian Wright (Just did it, then Thierry beat it hee haw) 
13 Robbie Fowler (On the line, a fine line after that) 
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WAKEHURST 
 
Keith Wilson 
Roy Colville 
Connor Warren 
Douglas Stevenson 
Mark Crawford 
Peter Stevenson 
Stephen Mellon 
Ryan Lyness 
Stephen McIlroy 
Richard Mellon 
Andy Erwin 
Ryan Gregg 
Scott Drummond 
Kenny Neilly 
Mark McKay 
Davie Paul 
Neil McFadden 
Connor Gregg 
Paul Boreland 
Colin Corry 

 ARDS 
 

Andy McDonald 
Johnny Shaw 

Stephen Johnston 
Darren Nixon 

James Wilson 
Gary Spence 
Gary Clifford 

David Brotherston 
Johnny Cleary 

Kris Pike 
Craig McMillen 

Glen Bowers 
Aaron McKee 
Ryan Hyland 

David Cully 
Johnny Roy 

Ryan Newberry 
Darren Stirling 

Alan Neill 
Ricky Billing 

Justin McBride 
Gary Sharratt 

 

Other Group A Fixtures  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Visit wakehurstfc.co.uk 

Saturday 25th August 
 
Lurgan Celtic v Oxford Utd Stars 
 
Queens University v Banbridge 

   Pl Pts  
Ards   2 6 
Banbridge  2 4 
Wakehurst  2 3 
Oxford Utd Stars 1 1 
Queens  1 0 
Lurgan Celtic 2 0 
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 Thanks for your support! 


